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BICGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF 
THE REV. JOSEPH BUCKMINe 
STEER, b. Dy 


In the death of every good man 
society sustains aloss. But when 
the minister of Jesus Christ, em- 
nent 3 * eiits and graces, in devo- 
tion and zeal, inactivity and ure- 
fulness, is called from his labors 
to his rest, the priv. stion 1s pecuil. 
iar. ‘Che wound indicted on the 
Church and on the commnait ¥ 
is deep aad painta the friend of 
man, and 
the Christian, - 
for the ark of his God. 
Such a minister was tie late 
Doctor Bucxminster, of Ports- 
mouth, New-Hampshive. Few, 
while living, have enjoyed so 
bright and unsullied a reputation, 
Pew been so 
universally lamented i 
Lew have left an 
contemplation of which ts 
of delight and cf instruct 
He was born October 
in Rutland Hfa: 
which place, his fiat susiaincd 
the pa:tor: continned 
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duties, to an advancedage. Be- 
ing, ina remarkable degree, the 
delight and hope of his parents, 
hie was early destined by them to 
the Christian ministry. He re- 
ceived his literary education at 
Yale College, where he was grad. 
uxted in 1770. He was after- 
wards a tutor in that seminary for 
several years. Having complet- 
ed a course of t! heoiogical studies, 
he commenced a preacher of the 
Go‘pel. In the autumn of 1778, 
he was invited, after the usual 
protests term, to take the 
pustor: al charge of the frst churcle 
in p ntsmouth, He was ordain- 
ed January 17 79, and. continued 
in the cffice until his death. 

Dr. Buckminster. was among 
ie distinguished preachers of 
this country. Indecd, compara 
tively tew of any countvy have 
possessed, in an equal degree, 
combination of qualifies, 
which renders a preacher emi- 
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extensive reading, he combined 
an accurate observation of man- 
kind and an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the human heart. 
distinguishing intellectual feature 
was a brilliant imagination. This 
imparted a richness to his style, 
and a variety, animation, and in- 
terest to his public discourses. — 
It gave light and attraction to 
his more abstruce discussions, 
‘while it adorned and dignified his 
most familiar remarks. Few men 
have possessed, in the pulpit, a 
more complete cothmand over 
their own faculties and resources. 
Few have been so successful in 
bringing all their mental ener- 
gies, and acquisitions, to the illus- 
tration and enforcement of reli- 
gious truth. 

His voice was at once strong 
and musical. By the variety or 
its intonations, it expressed, with 
uncommon force andeffect, the 
various emotions of the mind.— 
His articulation was distinct and 
graceful. His very countenance 
was eloquent. His attitude, his 
air, his gestures, were unaffected, 
manty, and impressive. 

Circumstances such as these, 
undoubtedly contributed their aid 
to Dr. Buckminster’s uncommon 
popularity as a preacher. But 
#n him they were secondary qual- 
ities. ‘They were mere appenda- 
ges of his principal excellence. 

He wasa truly evangelical preach- 
er; an open, intreped assertor of 
the cross: an able and inflexible 
advocate of the faith once delivered 
to the saints. He preached the 
truth as itis in Jesus, in its simpli- 
city, its energy, its majesty, and 
its various, interesting connex- 
ions. ‘This constituted the prom- 
inent excellence, the peculiar 
aharm, of his discourses. This 


His | 


rendered his ministrations so de- 
lightful to the pious, and gained 
him co deep an interest in their 
hearts. This procured him a fa- 
vorable testimony in the conscien- 
ces of all who believed the scrip-~ 
tures to be the word of God.— 
That such was, in fact, the gen- 
eral strain of his preaching, is 
known to a!l who were in the hab- 
it of hearing him. ‘They know 
that the doctrines on which he 
delighted principally to expatiate, 
were the same with those which 
are generally styled the Doctrines 
of the Refcrmation, and which were 
cherished and maintained by the 
fathers of New-England. Heha- 
bitually inculeated the proper di- 
vinity of Christ: the divinity and 
personality of the Holy Spirit; 
the awful apostacy and utter de- 
pravity of man; the atonement 
of the Redeemer as the only 
ground of pardon, and of hope to 
the sinner ; the necessity of re. 
generation, faith, and repentance ; 
and of a holy temper and life, as 
their unfailing fruits and accom. 
paniments ; and the certain, infal- 
lible perseverance of ali real saints, 
in obedience and holiness, to eter- 
nal salvation. These doctrines 
he considered as constituting the 
essence and glory of the Gospel ; 
as aa: necessary to consti- 
tute it a system of real grace ; a3 
bringing the highest glory to 
God : as humbling human pride 
to the dust, and yet furnishing 
the sovereign and only balm for 
human guilt and miery. On 
these great articles of faith, there- 
fore, he was open, decided and 
emphatical ; uniformly and un- 
varyingly so ; except that in the 
latter years of his life, he appear. 
ed more than ever impressed with 
their importance, more anxious to 
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declare them in the most unc- 
quivocal terms, and more griev- 
ed to perceive them treated with 
opposition or neglect. 

{n a letter to a friend in the 
ministry, written afew months 
previous to his death, he express- 
ses himcelf in this manner: “ [ 
think the Assembly's Shorter Cat- 
echism the most wonderful com- 
pendium of revealed truth and 
duty, that we have in our lan- 
guage. I have often thought the 
compilers were wonderfully as- 
sisted in executing their duty ; 
andI am ready to assent to it, 
not only for substance, but 1 know 
of no article that can be matert- 
ally altered for the better. ‘Tho’ 
there are some, in regard to 
which I never expect to explain 
or comprehend the form or man- 
ner of their being true, yet they 
are manifestly contained in, and 
deducible from, the Holy Bibie 

‘lhe system above mentioned 
was adopted, aud wuniversalty 
taught, in the better days cf our 
eotintry, and of the state of chris- 
tianity init. It is in heart ap- 
proved by those who give evi- 
cence of their personal regenera. 
tion and reconciliation to God ; 
though they may, from the pow- 
er of prejudice or traditien, cbject 
to certain terms, and modes of 
expression. And it appears to 
me, that a system of doctrines, 
that would essentialiy contradict 
or mutilate that system, would 
hardly contain truth enough to 
sanctify the soul.” 

The doctrines which were the 
great theme of Dr. Buckminster’s 
preaching, he taught, not only 
froma firm conviction of their 
truth, but from heart-feit experi. 
ence of their sanctifying and say. 
ing effects. His life exhibited 
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various and convincing evidence 
that he was a REAL CHRISTIAN} 
a meek, humble, conscientious, 
wpricht follower of Jesus; devo- 
ted, in no common degree, to his 
Master’s cause, and to the salva- 
tion of mankind. 

At what precise period, his ex- 
perimental acquaintance with re- 
ligion began, is not absolutely 
certain. iis yeuthful deport- 
ment, it is believed, was outward- 
ly exemplary, and his character, 
during his connexion with col- 
leve, unimpeached. Nor does 
itappear that when he commen- 
ced a preacher, he had any doubts 
respecting his personal religion. 
Hut reviewing the subject a con- 
siderable time afterwards, he was 
filled with perplexity and distress 
concerning his spiritual state— 
He condemned the motives with 
which he had entered on the min- 
istry, as utterly defective and 
wrong. He even intermitted 
preaching, and expressed a hor- 
ror that he had ever attempted it. 
Idis views of the evil of sin, of his 
personal vileness, of the deceit and 
lesperate wickedness of his heart, 
were almost overwhelming.— 
dut after a long period of distress, 
despondence, and_ temptations, 
some light and hope arose; and 
he adventured, though with much 
trembling, to resume the employ- 
ment of preaching. After this, 
though subject, at times, to doubt, 
and to a mental dejection which 
was partly constitutional, he gen- 
erally enjoyed the comfort of 
Christian hope. In the retros- 
pect of this scene, he expressed 
much gratitude, that though, (te 
use hig own words} he began to 
preach without any just and prop- 
er sense of the sacredness of the 
work, yet he did not, as he trust: 









































ed, take the charge ofa church, 
without deep and solemn impres- 
sions of his duty and insufficiency, 
and a humble sense of his depend- 
ence on divine aid. 

Such is the view of things pre- 
sented in a paper found among 
his manuscripts. This papev; 
which was written on an anniver- 
sary of his solemn separation to 
the ministry, and to the care of 
his beloved church, (a day devo- 
ted by himto humiliation and 
prayer) commencces in this self- 
condemning style : 

«« Six years has a gracious and 
long-suffering God preserved the 
life of his unworthy, unprofitable 
and unsuccessful servant, and con- 
tinued him in such invariable 
health, that he has been able, eve- 
ry Lord’s day, in some sort to dis- 
charge the duties of his sacred of- 
fice. But O, in how much weak- 
ness always, and often with how 
much coldness and indifference 
has he published these glad tidings 
which ought to warm every heart, 
and inspire every tongue! Blush, 
O my soul and be ashamed, that 
thou hast felt no more of thy own 
worth, the worth of thy feilow- 
immortals, the infinite love and 
compassion of God, of thy dear 
Redeemer, and the excellency of 
the Gospel. Shall God call me, 
who have been so great and ag- 

ravated an offender, to the high 
and honorable office of publish- 
ing the glad tidings of salvation, 
and of an wndbeinnibes for him, to 
woo and beseech sinners to be rec- 
onciled to him; and shall I be 
lukewarm and indifferent? Is not 
this, in a sense to betray the trust 
reposed in me, and as far as in me 
lies, to deliver up my divine Lord 
and Master, and his interests, in- 
to the hands of sinners *” 
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In reference to the winter which 
succeeded his ordination, the pa- 
per mentioned above contains the 
following remarks 

“It was a happy winter to me. 
IT trust Lam not mistaken when 
isay, God was pleased to give 
me more lively views of divine 
things than I ever had before ; to 
shew me the excellency of reli- 
gion, the preciousness of Christ ; 
to grant me gracious nearness to 
him in public and secret ; to shew 
me the worth of my own, and my 
dear people’s souls: and enable 
me to speak in some measure 
from the heart. But O how soon 
did I lose this lively sense ot 
things, and how much coldness 
and luxewarmness has attended 
me in the general course of my 
ministry ! “But while I desire to 
be ashamed before God, for my 
sins and transgressions, and all 
my untaithfulness in my ministry, 
I must acknowledge, to the tri- 
umph of divine gooduess, that 
God has been plea: sed, the last 
year, to show me more clearly 
the solemn and important rela- 
tion I stand in to my people, and 
the account I must give to him 
of them another day ; and I hope 
he has enabled me at some times, 
under a realizing sense of these 
awful truths, to feel that I watch 
for souls as one that must give an 
account. Many passages of 
Scripture have been opened to my 
mind, so that there appeared to 
be a reality and importance in 
them, which I never saw before. 
God has, at some times, beer 
speaking to me, when I have 
read his word ; and | trust I have 
read it, notas the word of man, 
but as it is indeed, the word of 
God. I have hada humbling 
sense of the present low state of 
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religion, and low lives of Chris- 
tians ; and been made to see that 
religion does not consist in par- 
ticular sentiments, or in being of 
particular sects; but that it isa 
principle of divine life in the soul ; 
and that Jesus Christ formed in 
the soul constitutes the Christian. 
But, O my gracious God! how 
much of a lively sense have I 
lost! Recover me again. Do 
not leave me. Let this year be 
witness to thy gracious communi- 
cations, and Ict nothing separate 
between my God and me. Give 
me prudence and discretion in 
publick and private; but O give 
me zeal in some meacure propor- 
tioned to the important work in 
which Tamengaged. O make 
me in this divided and difficult 
day, wise as a serpent, and harm- 
less asa dove. O let not dead- 
ness and stupidity setze my spir- 
it. What ever earthly good thou 


deniest me, deny me not spiritual 


blessings. Suffer me not to 
quenchthy spirit; and O take 
me away, rather than take thy 
Spirit from me.” 

The pious fervor which breathes 
in the above quotation, Was a re- 
markable characteristic of Dr. 
Buckmiuster’s general preaching. 
In the pulpit, he was himself 
much impressed, and anxious to 
impress others. He spoke from 
the fulness of a heart solemnized 
with eternal reatitte:, warmed 
with the lowe of God, and melt- 
ing with tender benevolence and 
compassion for the souls of his 
hearers. 

His sermons were not general- 
ly of the most systematic or argu- 
mentative character. But they 
were lumimous and_ instructive. 
they exhibited the leading doc- 
tranes of the Bible, and the prin- 


cipal points of experimental and 
practical piety, ina natural and 
inte'ligible torm. None who 
heard him attentively, could fail 
to understand what were his 
views of divine truth, or what 
was the religion w ich he recom. 
mended to their attention and 
choice, 

Vhough Dr. Buckminster 
Steadfast y maintained the pecul- 
lar doctrines of the gospel, con- 
sidering them as the great pillars 
of vitaiand saving religion, and 
ot ali true morality, be was far 
from being a mere speculatist. 
His principal aim was at the con- 
scieiice and the heart. Waoue, on 
the one nand, he taithtuliy expos- 
ed the ucter insufficiency of what 
is called a good iife, considered 
the ground of acceptance, so, 0a 
the other, he guarded his hearers 

against an aniinoaian spirit. Lhe 
reuigion which be mecuicated, was 
a beautiful and weil pruporiioned 
whole, and nota mcre fragment. 
Tae only taith which he acknowl. 
edged as genume, was a fatih pu- 
ritying the neart, regulating the 
temper, and governing the iite, 
In his sermons, there Was a va- 
rity, equaily conducive to enters 
tainment and ediacation. He 
did not confine himselt to atew 
favorite topics, but expatiated in 
the boundiess fieid ot acripture 
truths and illustrations. Ever 
attentive to the aspects of Provi- 
dence, he seized not only the mo- 
mentous events, but the smaller 
occurrences ot the day, and con: 
verted them to some pious and 
practical purpose. In adapting 


himself to the circumstances of 


the afflicted, he was peculiarly 
happy. Vhe bereaved and 
mourning among his flock, with 
Many othersin iike circumstan: 
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ces, will long remember his hearte 
felt sympathy in their sorrows, 
and with what mingled tender- 
ness, fervor, and solemnity, he 
addressed them in public and in 
private. 

He greatly excelled in the gift 

and spirit of prayer. His address- 
es to the throne of grace, wheth- 
erin the Church, in the family, 
in the morning circle, or by the 
bed of sickness and.of death, were 

various, appropriate, solemn, fer- 

vent, and pathetic. They ap- 
peared to fowfrom a heart ac- 
customed to find delight in devo- 
tion ; a heart deeply acquainted 
with its own wants, and tenderly 
feeling the wants and distresses 
of others. 

Asapastor, Dr. Buckminster 
was a bright example to his breth- 
ren. His labors were abundant, 
and greatly diversified. Te spend 
and be spent for his Master, and 
his Master’s Hock, he accounted 
not his toil, but his honor and de. 
light. Nothing could gratify him 
more than to observe, among any 
of his people, the spirit of serious 
attention and inquiry. With sed- 
ulous and unremitted care, he 
cherished every such appearance. 
Meetings for social prayer he pro- 
moted, not only by his approba- 
tior, but his presence; nor did 
any wor:hipper appear to derive 
more refreshment and gnickening 
from these pious as‘ociations, than 
himseli. He was frequently de- 
vising new plansand means, by 
which to gain access to the hearts 
of his beloved people, and pro- 
mote their saivation. He wasfar 
mdeed from being content with 
discharging the ordinary duties of 
the Sabba sae and. going the ex- 
pected rou:.d of visiison Mondzy, 
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** But in his duty proinpt at everv call, 

He watch’d and wept, “he pray’d and 
felt forall. 

And, asa bird exch fond endcarment 


tries, 

To tempt her new-fledg’d offspring te 
the skie $5 

Ife tried each art, reprov’d each dull 
delay, 

Allur’d to br ighter worlds, and led the 
Way a 


In all the domestic relations, 
Dr, Buckminster was exemplari- 
ly tender, kind and faithful. He 
labored much to promote the 
spiritual welfare of those pecul- 
jariy endeared to him- His first 
wish was, so to live with them on 
earth, as to meet them in heaven. 

He was one of the most affec- 
ticnate of friends, one of the most 
interesting of companions. In 
the social circie, his conversation 
was frequently enlivened by sal- 
lies of genuine wit and humor. 
These were his occasional relax- 
ation. To an attentive observer, 
It was easy to perceive, however, 
that his mind and heart were ha- 
bitually employed en objects of 
the highest interest. 

To his brethren in the minis- 
try, he was most tenderly attach- 
ed; and this attachment was 
warmly reciprocated. From one 
of them,* who delivered a dis- 
course on his death to his bereav- 
ed flock, he received the follow- 
ing affectionate and respectful 
tribute: ** The venerable servant 
of Christ, who stated!y minister- 
ed in thts place, was an active, 
pious, and zealous member of our 
Association. He was ever ready 
to strengthen our hands, and en- 
conrage our hearts. With ten- 
derness he reminded vs of our 


*Rev, Mr. Parkes, of Portemouh. 
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faults, and counselled us in our 
difficulties. He gave spirit and 
animation ta our meetings and 
invigorated our exertions. ‘l’o our 
Churches he was a welcome mes- 
senger of Jesus, and he never re- 
fused to labor in the service of 
his Master.” 

In a note to the same discourse 
it isadded; * On the first day of 
the present year, Dr. Buackmin- 
ster preached a sermon at Hamp- 
ton falls,* particularly addressed 
tothe members of the Associa- 
tion. He unfolded the danger, 
to which ministers are exposed, of 
neglecting their own hearts, while 
they preach to others; the neces. 
sity of their postessing personal 
holiness, and of their atding each 
other in the duties of their res- 
ponsible office, by the exercis2 of 
candor, charity, and love.” 

Never was this servant of 
Christ more evidently devoted to 
his work, than in the last months 
of his life. It seemed as though 
hehad a presentiment that his 
dismission was near, and under 
th simpression, was anxicus that 
every day andevery hour shouldbe 
filled up with duty. These extra- 
ordinary exertions contributed to 
break down his constitution. The 
mental depressions, with which 
he had been formerly visited, re- 
turned ; and his health gradual- 
ly failed. After atime, he was 
attacked with violent nervous 
spasms, which induced a tem orae 
ry suspension of reason. ‘To eb- 
tain relief from these complicated 
and distressing compizints, he un- 
dertook, in company with his 
wife, and tavo other friends, a 


*At one of those periedic«l mect- 
ings tor special prarver, of Which Dv Ph 
Was 80 ardent a promoter, and #2 con- 
Stamtan attendant. 


journey to the springs in the state 
of New York. [he Sabbath pre- 
vious to his departure, he was a- 


ble to preach, and to administer. 


the sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per. Having reached Putney, in 
Vermont, he was attacked with a 
new complaint, which, though it 
did not prevent his pursuing his 
journey. proved speedily fatal. 
As his bodily strength declined, 
his mind became more calm and 
composed. For more than two 
days previous to his death, he was 
free from distressing spasms, and 
from the derangement of facul- 
ties which had attended them. 
Much of this time he employed in 
devotion. ds his dissolution ap- 


proached, he expressed his hum.» 


ble confidence in God, and entire 
submission to his wil. He was 
favored with a clear testimony of 
conscience that he had devoted 
himself in sincerity to the divine 
service ; and he was consoled by 
the reflection, that he had faith- 
fully preached the truth to his 
people. 

He died at Readsborough, 
(Vermont) on the 10th of June ;* 
and the day following his remains 
were interred at Bennington, 
with every expression of respect 
for his character, and ot sympa- 
thy with his afflicted relict. An 
appropriate sermon was preached 
on the occasion, by the Rev. Mr. 
Marsh, frem John xiv. 18. 

Dr. Buckminster’s death is ten- 
derly and justly lamented, as noe 
common ss to his church and 
people, to the town of Ports- 


*Itisaremarkable fact, that, on 
the day preceding, hiseldestson, the 
Rev. Josep S. BuCKMINSTER, pas- 
tor of the Church in Brattle-street, 
Boston, died, after a distressing sick- 
ness of less than a week. 
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mouth, to the vicinity, to the 
State, to the Church at tere ze, and 
tothe world. But his friends, 
and the friends of truth, have rea- 
son to be comforted with the re- 
flection, that his life, though not 
protracted to the longest date, 
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Tre writings of David, the 
swcet psalmict of Israel, have fur- 
nished the church with a more 
compleat view of the feelings of 
a pious mind in various situations, 

han isto be found in any other 
part of the sacred volume. In 
the 5ist psalm, in which he ts ex- 
pressly humbling himself tor his 
aggravated wickedness in the case 
of Bathsheba, he says, addressing 
himself to his toon ‘ apainet 
thee, thee only, have I sinned and 
done this evil in thy sight.’’— 
‘hough he had robbed Batlishe- 
ba of a principal ornament of her 
rex, and, supposing her to have 
had any regard to duty, of much 
of that peace of mind, which is 
necessary to true enjoyment ;-— 
Though he had taken from Uriah 
what it was impossible for him to 
restore, and to conceal his offence 
had murderously precipitated Lim 
into the enternal world, and per- 
haps into the awful gulph of des- 
pair: And though he had most 
wrievously offended again: the 
eener: ation of God’s aiden: aud 
even given to the cause of piety a 
very deep and painful wound, ye 
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GCONSIDERED AS AGAINST GOD, THE PRINCIPAL 
MIND OF A 


we naturaiy 


‘s i fe 
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waseminenily useful; that his 
death was serene and happy ; ; and 
that he has received the plaudit, 
fi ell done, good and fai: hful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 
Pan, 
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REAL PEXITENT. 





still he says, Aeainst thee, thee on- 
ly, have I sinned. This expression 
can be accounted for in no other 

way than by supposing, that at 
this time he had so lively a sense 

of his sin’s being against God, as 
nearly to lose sight of its being 
against man at ail. And as he 
was at this time a true penitent, 
conclude, that the 
h distress Ses 


.? 3 
ning, whic 
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principal 
such a person ts a consideratio: 


of this kind, Z bh. » Ve Siieied e768 Si 
Ged. 
‘Yo point out the discriminat- 


ing marks of genuine repentance, 

will readily be admitted to be an 
important and interest'ng under- 
taking. Those, who Lope, thar 
they have exercised it, cannot but 
feel interested inevery thingwhicl: 
assists them inexamtning 1 tr:to ef 
grounds of their hope ; and iii - 

who are conscious that they have 
not, in every thing which assists 
them in formin iz correct ideas, 
and thus guarding them against 
de ception, Ft is hoped, therefore, 
Observations 
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Supposing it to be sufficiently 
evident from the case stated, that 
the principal consideration, which 
distresses the mind of a real pen- 
itent is this, | have sinned against 
God. I shall proceed directly to 
suggest several reasons why it 
should be so. 

1. The real penitent considers 
his sins as being against God, be- 
cause in committing them he dis- 
recarded the divine presence, 
with which he was constantly 
surrounded. He says to himself, 
God has ever been present with 
me. Jehas seen every action, 
heard every word, observed every 
thought, and been acquainted 
with every feeling and desire of 
my heart. I have never been out 
of his presence, or out of his sight 
asingle moment. I have thus 
been continually placed in a very 
solemn situation ; For God is in- 
finitely great, and infinitely holy. 
Ile is my creator—my preserver 
—~my sovereign.---A being. whom 
I ought ever to reverence, and be- 
fire whom I ought to tremble. 
But [have never hadthat awe upon 
my mind, which I ought to have 
feit. I have contemptuously dis- 
regarded his presence, and sinacd 
directly before him. When about 
to do wickedly, T have seldom 
said to myseif: God will see me. 
When going to some place where 
duty did not call, and for the 
purpase of gratifying some lust of 

he flesh, [have seldom theught 
thus ; God will be there to eb- 
serve how I conduct, what I say, 
and what are my thoughts aad 
desires. And when engaged in 
doing wickedly, I have seldom 
been checked by this consiJera- 
tion: God is present, he sees what 
Tam doing, and khows ali the 
wickedness ef my heart. Thus I 
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have treated the presence of my 
Maker with the most perfect con- 
tempt. I have trembled before 
men but not before God; I have 
been deterred from doing wicked- 
ly by their presence, but not by 
his. I have nct been chargeable 
with this contemptuous conduct 
ina few instances, but through 
the whole course of my life. And 
now what an awful creature am 
I, to treat in so disrespectful and 
contemptuous a manner, the great 
and glorious Sovereign of the 
universe ? Flow aggravated are 
My sins, committed as they have 
been in the presence, and directly 
before the face of the most rever- 
encial of all beings ! 

2. The true penitent consid- 
ers al] his sinful conduct as hav- 
ing been committed in direct diso- 
bedience to the commands of 
God, and therefore as so many 
instances of contempt for the di- 
vine authority. Reflecting on 
his siniulness, he says: God is 
my rightful sovereign, to whom 
it belongs to makelaws for me 
and to require obedience. Iam 
his creature, to whom it belongs 
to submit andtoobey. But how 
awfully have I rebel'ed ! God 
has laid his commands upon me, 
but L have constantly disregard. 
edthem. Ihave been command. 
edto love the Lord with all my 
heart, and tho’ I was sensible that 
it was a duty, I would not com- 
ply. In contempt of my sove- 
reizn’s authority, 1 have loved 
myself, my pleasures, my sinful 
companions infinitely more than 
IT have. loved my God. I have 
been commanded to worship the 
Lord and to have no other God 
before lim, but in contempt of 
this command, I have sometimes 
sacrinced at the altar ofuarig Sr. 
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eos sAammon, sometimes pre- 
sented my offering in the temple 
of pride, and sometimes bowed ‘at 
the shrine of sensuality and lust. 
Indeed my whole life has been 
one continued scene of rebellion. 
For [have been commanded to 
do all to the glory of God, but I 
have constantly done all for my- 
self. I have known my Master’s 
will, but have not done it. And 
now how awful a creature must 
I be to have lived thus long in 
rebellion against my rightful 
sovereign ! 
3. The true penitent consid- 
ers, that while he has been sia- 
ning against God, he has been 
presumptuously daring the di- 
vine displeasure. Reffecttng on 
the course of his life, he exclaims : 
What a presumptuous wretch I 
have been! How little have I 
feared the great and terrible God! 
How seldom have I trembled at 
his displeasure ! God command- 
ed me to forsake my sins, and 
obey his holy law, on pain of suf- 
fering the most dreadful tokens 
of his displeasure, but I dispised 
his threatenings. ‘Phe awful pen- 
alty annexed toa breach of his 
Jaw was laid open before me with 
much clearness, but I treated it 
as an idle thing, fit only to fright- 
en the weak and the ccredulous. I 
was forewarned that if I went on in 
sin, I should provoke my righteous 
sovereign to cut me off suddenly 
im his anger, but against all these 
warnings I hardened my heart, 
and resolved to brave the conse- 
quences, be they what they might. 
I virtually said to the dréad ma- 
jesty of heaven, “I care not for 
all your displeasure, nor for all 
your threats. Lay your hand 
upon meif you will; pour out 
your fury, if so dispesed ; yct, be 





Sin considered as against God, &c. 








it known unto you, I am resolv- 
ed notto repent at present. If 
you are so severe as to cal] me 
suddenly to an account, and pun- 
ish me for this delay, you must 
do it; but I hope I shall be able 
to bear what you can inflict.”— 
Thus presumptuously did I ad- 
dress that Almighty Being who 
could crush me asa moth is‘crush- 
ed before a falling world. Oh! 
how I tremble to think with 
what inconsiderate madness f 
gushed upon the thick bosses of 
his buckler. What an awfully 
hardened and presumptuous sin- 
ner have I been, thus to set my- 
self in array against God! A 
mere stalk of stubble, against de- 
vouring flames !' 

4. The true penitent considers 
his sins as so many instances of 
ingratitude toward God, from 
whom he has received mnumera- 
ble mercies. Reviewing his con- 
dition throwgh life, and observing 
that the good hand of divine 
providence has continually at- 
tended him, he exclaims : How 
good has the Lord been to me, 
an ungrateful transgressor! To 
him I am indebted for all that I 
am, and for allthat I have ‘en- 
joyed. He gave me being and en- 
dowed me with ratioual and im- 
mortal powers. With much ten- 
dernes has he brought me up, and 
providedfor'me with much liberal- 
ity. He has preserved me in dan- 
gers, and delivered me from trials. 
He has watched around me while 
sleeping, and guarded me while 
emploved i in the active scenes of 
life. Never has he neglected me 
a single moment. And, though 
in some instances, I have experi- 
enced tokens of his displeasure, 
they have been but the chasten- 
ings of a faithful parent—cale- 
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lated to remind me of my faults 
and bring me to repentance.— 
Having thus experienced the mer- 
cies of the Lord continually, what 
returns ought 1 to have made to 
my heavenly benefactor? How 
much was I obligated to devote 
to him my whole soul and body 
as a living sacrifice, holy and ac- 
ceptible. But, ungratelul wretch ! 
I have given him nothing. Whea 
I have arisen in the morning, re- 
freshed with sleep, I have felt no 
gratitude to him, whose watch, 
ful.care preserved me through the 
night, and when I have retired 
at evening, have bcen equally un. 
mindful of my obligations.to him, 
who assisted and blessed me thro’ 
the day. Nor has this been all. 
1 have even spurned at the good- 
ness of the Lord, and becattse he 
was kind took occasion to sin the 
more. And when I think on these 
things, | appear to myself to bea 
monster of ingratitude. 

5. Vhe true penitent consid- 
ers that all his sins have been com- 
mutted ayrainst the mercy and pa- 
tience of God. Reflecting on 
what the Lerd hath dore fcr him, 
he says: How gracious have 
heen the dealings of my heaven- 
ly father ! He might justly have 
left. me and all my fellow trans- 
pressors to perish in our sins.— 
But in unbounded compassion he 
saw fitto make provision for our 
deliverance. His own son he 
hath given up to bear our sins, 
having laid help on him as.on 
one mighty to save. In conse- 
quence of this he spared me, tho’ 
justice continually demanded my 
destruction. He gave me his 
word, in which life and immor- 
tality are brought tolight ; he fa- 
rored me with opportunities to 
<>tain much instruction respect- 
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ing the way of life ; he sent his 
holy spirit to strive upon my 
heart, and, though i deserved 
nothing better than endless wrath, 
he waited upon me with pecul- 
iar long-suffering and patience. 
But, oh ! how little did I regard 
the tender obligations, which the 
goodness of God imposed on me 
continually ! Because God was 
patient, 1 thought, I might per- 
sist in transgressing, as long as I 
pleased ; Because he was merci- 
ful, I concluded, I might com- 
mit as many sins as I liked; and 
because I was highly privileged, 
I thought I might despise the 
rich blessings which were brought 
tomy door. Thus I despised the 
mercy and trampled under foot 
the patience of the Lerd. And 
it is truly astonishing that such 
a harden’d and ungrateful wretch 
should ever have been made to 
hope in that mercy, which I have 
thus wantonly abused. Oh! how 
I loath and abhor myself when I 
consider how basely I have ren- 
dered evil for good, and rebellion 
for merry. 

6. The true penitent considers 
that in sinning against God, he 
has made use of divine assistance 
directly against his maker. Re- 
flecting on his dependence, he ts 
ready to say: Itis God, who 
hath given me every faculty both 
of soul and of body, and furnish- 
ed me continually with strength 
toemploy them. Never have I 
acted, spoken, thought or felt, 
bat only as I have used what was 
immediately supplied by the uni- 
versal and constantly operating 
power of the great creator. But 
how have I conducted in this de- 
pendant state. God has supplied 
me with strength daily ; but in op- 
position to his commands, [ have 
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laid it out in foolish and unprof- 
itable ways. He has furnished 
me with an understanding, but [ 
have so abused it as nearly to con- 
vince myself, that to love and 
Serve my maker, was not a very 
important duty. He gave mea 
memory, but I stored it with such 
things as would assist me in trans- 
gressing his commands. He en- 
dowed me with affections, but I 
employed them all in worship- 
ing and serving the creature rath- 
er than the creator. The more 
he has given the more I have 
strengthened myself against him. 
Jeshurun like, as I waxed fat, I 
kicked at that being, by whose 
upholding goodness I was pre- 
vented from sinking into non-ex- 
istence. Aad now, what an aw- 
ful weight of guilt have I con- 
tracted ! How was it possible for 
a rational being, as I am, to act 
so unnatural, so presumptuous a 
art ! 

Thus the true penitent, reflect- 
ing on his sins in various points 
of view, considers them as being 


aggravated principally by this 


consideration, that they werecom- 
mitted against God. And when 
he brings all these particulars in- 
to one connected view, recollect- 
ing how he has contemptuously 
disregarded the devine presence— 
rebelliously transgressed his sove- 
reign’s commands—presumptu- 
ously dared the divine displeas- 
ure—ungratefully hardened him. 
felf against the goodness, mercy 
and patience of the Lord—and 
impiously turned his maker’s gifts 
directly against him; his mind is 
at once aBeorbed in a most dis- 
tressing sense of the dreadful evil 
of sinning against God. And 
overlooking every thing beside, 
he says, “ against thee, thee only 
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have I sinned and done this wick- 
edness in thy sight.” 

Reader ! Suffer me now to 
ask, art thou a real penitent ? If 
thou art, thou wilt be ready to 
adopt the language of David, as 
the language of thine heart, and 
will be sensible of the propriety 
of the several particulars, which 
have been introduced to illustrate 
it. And I will add, that it is 
not outward offences, that will oc- 
casion thee the greatest distress. 
If the most aggravating circum- 
stance of thine offences in thy 
view is this, that they were com- 
mitted against God, when thou 
considerest that God is a search- 
er of the heart, thou wilt be sen- 
sible, that, the sins of thy heart 
are as odious as the sins of thy life. 
For in thy heart thou hast discovs 
erd as much contempt for God, 
and opposijion to him, as thou 
ever didst inthine outward con- 
duct.—Hast thou been a protane, 
profligate and open despiser of 
the law of God? Looking at 
these offences thou wilt say, What 
an odious and abominable trans- 
gressor I have been, thus to sin 
against the plain commands of 
my righteous sovereign ! that at 
the same time turning your atten- 
tion within, you will see ten thou- 
sand offences, which never ap- 
peared in your outward conduct, 
and astonished at the sight, will 
say, surely of all men, who have 
ever lived, I must be the great- 
est Sinner. Or hast thou been 
regular and moral in thy life, 
keeping, as thou thoughtest, all 
the commandments; still, look- 
ing within upon the defilement 
of thy nature, and upon the work- 
ings of a corrupt heart, thou wilt 
say with the great apostle, I am 

the chief of sinrers, for I have 
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been all my days sinning against 
God, Heman. 


CHRIST COMING TO JUDGE THE 
WORLD. 
He rath committed ail judgment unto 
the Son John v. 22. 

We have witnessed the man- 
ner, in which the Redeemer and 
Savior of sinners was revealed ; 
How will he be manifest as their 
Judge? Willhe appear to the 
world as at his first coming, a 
tender, helpless infant, born of a 
poor woman and lain in a man- 
ger? Must he again serve as an 
apprentice toa carpenter ? Must 
he again go forth in the habit of 
a servant, to minister to the health 
both to the bodies and souls of 
mew, and receive their scoffs and 
revilines in return? Must he a- 

gain be at raigned before the tri- 
bund of sinners, receive the sen- 
tence of a ma!factor, and under- 
go this ignominious death from 
the hands of Roman soldiers? 
Not so. Rather then shall he not 
be divested of every thing hu- 
man, shal not every vestige of 
his humiliation be removed, and 
the God-head burst forth, like 
2 “consuming fire,” upona guil- 
ty world? By no means. ‘This 
too would disappoint his friends. 
If they should never be allowed 
to recopnize their Saviour in their 
own nature, their divine Redéem- 
erin human form, * their hearts 
would fail within them for fear ;” 
thegr souls would melt before the 
tace of Gad, unless it shine thro’ 
the face of man. But the Lord 
must again appear in union with 
the muan—the Son of God unit- 
ed with the son of Mary. That 
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same flesh, which lay a lifeless, 
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bruised corpse in Joseph's tomb, 
must now appear all life, ail glo- 
rious, the Judge of mea and an- 
gels. Instead of being 
the babe in swadling cloaths, 

“‘ behold he cometh in the clouds 
of heaven.”” Instead of being 
announced by * the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness,” his last 
descent to earth is accompanied 
with ** a shout, the voice of arch- 
angels, and the trump of God.” 
Instead of the bereaved carpen- 
ter of Nazareth, *¢ who had not 
where to lay his head,” behold 
he sitteth on “a great white 
throne,” the throne of the Uni. 
verse: at whose very presence, the 
material * heavens and the earih 
flee away, and there is no place 
for them.” This is not the ages 
nizing suppliant of Gethsemane ; 
but the one, ** who received hen: 
or and glory from Ged the fa- 


ther, when his majesty was wit- 


nessed on the mount.”” Not the 
expiring Ssufferet on Golgotha ; 
but it is he “ who walketh a among 
the golden candlesticks,” whoie 

very appearance made his dearest, 
faithful servant fall hfeless before 
him. That countenance, once 
cevered with blocd and bruises, 
new outshines the splendor of the 
sun in the firmament. Those 
eyes, which peured forth tears for 
human woe, now dart a 
quick and piercing than the elec. 
tric flash. That brow once ter- 
tured by the pointed thorn, is fow 
cloathed with the purest cele*tial 
locks. That feeble breath which 


found» 


trav more 


faintly exclaimed “ itis finished,” 


and yielded up the ghost, now 
exceeds the trumpet’s blast, 
‘like the voice of seven thun- 
ders.’ ‘That hand, which once 
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extended on the cross, now hefls : 


“the seven stars.” “EPhose limbs 
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bent beneath the load of prief ; 

pierced by the spike, now * stand 
Jike marbie pillows”? and shine 
like burnished brass. ‘The fisher’s 
garments are now exchanged for 
the princely robe and golden gir- 
dle.’ This is no longer the cb- 


scure and forgotten peasant of 


Judea, but now * every eye shall 
see him, the King of kings and 
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Lord of lords.” He is not now 
to walk a friendiess solitary stran- 
ger on the earth, accompanied 
by none save a few humble ones ; 
but “thousands of thousands 
shall minister unto him, and ten 
thousaud times ten thousandstand 
before him.’’ In these circum- 
stances will our Judge appear. 
Parias, 
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SCEPTRE, 
fn Greek. Skepion, in Hebrew, 
Shebet. This word signifies, 
I. Arod of command, a, staff 
of authority, which is iupposed 


to bein the hand of kings, of 


sovereigns of a province, of the 
chief of the people. Ahacueris 
carried in his hand a golden Scep- 
tre, Esther 8.4. ‘Lhe Sceptre 
is a sign of power and authority ; 
hence says Isaiah, The Lord hath 
broken the sceptre, or the pow. 

er of the rulers, Isa. 14.5. And 
Amos represents the sovereign 
power by him that holds the scep- 
tre, Amos 1. 5, &. 

il, The Scepture, is put for 
the rod of correction, for the 
sovereign authority that punishes 
and humbles. how shalt break 
‘hem with a rod of iron, or wiih 
an irda sceptre, Psal. 2. 7. Solo- 
mon uses the word Shebet, to 
expresss the rod, with which the 
disobedient son is disciplined, 
Trov. 22. 15. 

III. The Sceptre ts often tak- 
en for atribe; probably, because 
the princes of each tribe carried 
a sceptre asavordof cammaud, 


forms of 





to shew their dignity ; thus the 
word Shebet is rendered in 1 
Sam, 9. 21.10.19, 20, 2}. 133, 
17-1 Kings }1. 32. 

IV. The Sceptre; or the He. 
brew wogd Shebet, signifies a 
shepherd’s wand, Lev. 27. S2.— 
‘The trunchean of a warrior, or 
any common. staff, 25am 23, 21. 
And the red or stail with which 
they thresh the smaller grains, 
Isa. 28. 27. 

Jacob feretold to Judah, that 
the sceptre should not depart 
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet, t:!l Shiloh come, 
Gen. 49.10. By the Sceptre 
and law giver, are meant diverse 
government ;_ the first 
being the mark of regal power 
or severeignty 3 .the other title 
respects those, Whose power suc: 


ceeded that of their kings, 4 
the person of Zerubbabel ang 
his successors ; 

which should not depart, 






And via is that 


dah till Shiloh or the See 


should come. This prpphecy . 





doth not precisely respect the per- 
son of Judah, for he never ascend- 
ed the throne, nor posses:ed the 
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empire over his brethren ;_nei- 
ther doth it respect hts posterity 
as a tribe distinguished from the 
rest, although it had special ad- 
vantages from that time: For 
the banner of Judah led the camp 
in their march through the wil- 
derfess, Num. 2. 3. That tribe 
had the first possession of the land 
of Ganaan, Josh. 15. 1. and these 
were the beginnings of its future 
glory. And from David to the 
captivity, that tribe possesed the 
kingdom, but the glory of his 
Scepture was lost in the person ‘of 
Zedexiah. Therefore the full 
meaning of the prophecy regards 
the people of Irael, in the rela- 
tion they had to the tribe of Ju- 
dah: For that tribe alone return- 
ed entire from the captivity, with 
some relics of Levi and Benja- 
min ; so that the nation from that 
time vas distinguisued by the 
title of the Jews, in relation to it ; 
and the right to dispose of the 
Sceptre was always m the tribe 
of Judah: Forthe Levites that 
ruled after that time, recetved 
their power fram them; 
os that the intent of the prophecy 
s, that after the establishment of 
rs 1e Supreme power in the family 
of Judah, it ‘hou! ld not pass into 
the hands of strangers, but asa 
certain presage, and immediate 
forerunner of the coming of Shi- 
loh. And thig was fully accom- 





‘plished: For fh the captivity 


there was an interruption, rather 
than an extention of their gov- 
omen 5 thetr return was prom- 
isedPat thig time they vere carried 
He bylon : : But at 
of Christ, Judea was 
4 provinge: f the Roman empire ; 
Herod an Edomite cat on the 
throne; and as the tribe of Ju- 
dah in general, so the family of 






Sceptre. 


David.in particular, was in sacle 
a low state, that Joseph and Ma- 
ry, who were descended from 
him, were constrained to .od 

in a stable at Bethlehem. And 
since our blessed Saviour hath ap- 
peared-on the earth, the Jews 
have lost all authority, their civil 
and ecclesiastical state is utterly 
ruined, and they bear the visible 
signs and marks of infamous ser- 
vitude, For though great num- 
bers of this people swarm all over 
the world, since the destruction 
of their temple and city by Titus, 
yet they have never been able to 


embody again as a natron, either’ 


in their own or any other land ; 
nor have they to this day ‘ever 
found 2 place, where they could 
re-establish their old constitution 
of law, orhave a prince of their 
own to govern them by it. 

The Jews seek in vain to put 
forced meanings upon this proph- 
ecy of Jacob, saying that the 
Sceptre intimates the dominion 
of strangers, to which they have 


been in subjection, or the hope of 


seeing one, day, the Sceptre or 
supreme power, settled again a- 
mong themselves. In vain like- 
wise they take refuge in their 
JEchmalotarcha, That is, The 
head of the captivity: Such an 
officer the Babylonish Jaws had, 
to whom they paid a voluntary 
submission ; and who was always 
chosen by them out of the house of 
David : If such an officer be:still 
there in being, he is no more than 
what their Alabarcha was at A- 
lexandria; their Ethnarcha, at 
Antioch ; or their Episcopus. Ju- 
deorum in England; that is the 
head of the sect in that place, 
without sword or Sceptre, or any 
power of coertion, or authority 
of jurisdiction, but what he hath 
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by the voluntary submission of 
the Jews of that country, which 
was the ca‘e with their Babalon- 
ian JEchmalotarcha. Nothing 
therefore can be more vain than 
whatthe Jews urge as to this mat- 
ter, that is, thatin this Aéchmalo- 
tarcha is still preserved both the 
Sceptre and the Lawgiver in the 
tribe of Judah, and that there- 
fore the prophecy of Jacob is 
not yet fulfilled, nor the Messi- 
ah as yetcome. Crud. in Con. 
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THE WISDOM OF AN HABITUAL 
REFERENCE TO ETERNITY. 


Mankind areas capable of 


anticipating the future, as of re-- 


flecting upon the past. They can 
look forward as well as back- 
ward. Whenever they please, 
they can look backwards and re- 
collect what they have seen, and 
done, and suffered. But they are 
generally muth more disposed 
to look forward through the 
various stages of the first period 
of their existence. They are fond 
of numbering their future, uncer- 
tain days. The child looks for- 
ward to youth; the youth looks 
forward to manhood ; the young 
man looks forward to the meti- 
dian of life; and the middle- 
aged loek forward to the day 
of their death. But few, very 
few are willing to look beyond 
the first to the last period of 
their existence. There is, how- 


ever, nothing but the dread of 
eternity which prevents any who 
have come to years of discretion 
from looking forward to that in- 
visible and everlasting state.— 
This is plainly implied in the 
wish of Moses for Israel, ** O that 
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they were wise, that they under- 
stood this, that they would con- 
sider theirlatter end.” He sup- 
posed they cou'd, if they would, 
consider the last as well as the 
first period of their existence.—~ 
They can form as clear and just 
conceptions of eternity, as of 
time; for they both consist in du- 
ration. ‘Lime isa limited du- 
ration, but eternity is duration 
unlimited and endless. And 
though none can comprehend an 
endless duration ; yet every one 
can form a clear and distinct 
idea of the vast difference be- 
tween an endless duration, and 
duration that will comet anend. 
Should any person be told, that 
he should exist as many years as 
there are stars in the firmameni, 
rays in the sun, and sands on the 
sea shore, and then be annihila- 
ted; hecould easily conceive of 
the infinite difference between his 
existing so long, and his existing 
forever. Every person, there- 
fore, is capable of looking for- 
ward to eternity, and of forming 
a clear and just idea of that ever- 
lasting state, to which he is con- 
stantly approaching, and in which 
he must exist for ever. And 
what men can do, if they please, 
occasionally, they can do habitu- 
ally. Asthey can sometimes look 
into eternity, so they can habit. 
ually live in serious and lively 
views of it.—Habitually, I say 
because the objects and busine: 
of this world, will not suffer them 
to fix their whole and constant 
attention upon the great realities 
of another world. Butto consid- 
er their latter end they must fre- 
quently, attentively, and solemn. 
ly carry their thoughts into eiet- 
nitz,so asto realize their relation 
to and connectton with the great 








and infinitely important objects 
there. 

1 now proceed to show, that in 
order to be wise in time, men must 
live in the habitual view of eter- 
nity. For, 

1. This will lead them to form 
a just estimate of the world in 
which they live. Multitudes 
seem to think, that this world nev- 
er had a beginning and never 
will have an end, and that it is, 
absolutely and independently con- 
sidered, highly valuable and im- 
portant, and worthy of their su- 
preme regard and attention.— 
But this is a great and danger- 
ous mistake. Itis, simply and 
separately considered, a very 
mean and worthless object. It 
began to exist buta few ages 
ago, and in a few ages to come, 
it will be burnt up as useless, and 
not worth existence.—All its val- 
ue and importance results from 
its relation to eternity ; and in the 
view of eternity, men may see and 
estimate it ina true light. As 
it stands connected with the great 
work of redemption, and the fu- 
ture happiness and misery of mill- 
ions and millions of rational and 
immortal souls, it is of incalcula- 
ble value. It is the staging, up- 
on which God is employing myr- 
iads of agents in building up his 
glorious and everlasting kingdom. 
and in the view of eternity, men 
may form a just estimate of its 
use and importance. All men 
are constrained to view it in pre- 
cisely the same light, when they 
realize the intimate connection 
between time and eternity.— 
Those who have idolized it in 
life, view it just as others do, 
who have used it without abusing 
it. Whenever men come to a 
clear sight of their latter end, the 
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world appears good for nothing 
but to prepare them for eternity, 
which is the great end for which 
God made it, and will uphold it, 
until the whole human race have 
finished their probation, and are 
fitted for their final state. In 
this true light the world habitual- 
ly appears to all, who livein the 
habitual view ofeternity. They 
neither idolize it, nor despise it, 
but value it for that alone for 
whichit is valuable, its relation 
to and connection with eternity ; 
which ts a high point of wisdom. 

2. An habitual view of eterni. 
ty leads mento forma just esti- 
mate of the whole body of the 
human race, who have lived, now 
live, and shall live in this world. 
Mankind, who spring from dust, 
and who after a few days, ora 
few years, dropinto dust again, 
appear like very poor, mean, 
worthless creatures. Where are 
the past generations? They are 
mingled with the common dust, 
andthe places that once knew 
them, know them no more. And 
of how little importance does it 
appear, that 28 many more of 
mankind shall be born, and live, 
and die, and mingle with the 
dust? All men,in relation to 
this world alone, appear to be 
made invain. But, inthe view 
of eternity, those who are dead 
appear as important as those who 
are alive ; and those who are 
alive appear as important as 
those who shall live frem this 
time toa thousand years hence. 
Every individual, whether young 
or old, high or low, rich or poor, 
appears infinitely important. And 
when we view the whole agere- 
gate of Adam’s family, who have 
lived, and shall livein this world, 
as transplanted in eterniay, where 
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they shall rejoice or mourn to all 
eternity, they rise in impertance 
above all description or imagina.- 
uion. Immortal existence and 
sensibility levels all distinction, 
and corrects the fallen and erro- 
neous opinions of those, vho view 
all men im relation only to the 
present life. No creatures in the 
universe are veiled in so much ob. 
security, and put onso many fulse 
appearances as mankind, in their 
present frail, dying state. And 
it is only in the view of eternity, 
that a just estimate can be form- 
ed of their true and’ mmportant 
existence. Of what impostance 
would it be, if a thousand gene- 
rations of mankind should live 
three score years and ten in this 
world, and then all become ex- 
tinct? or of what importance 
would it be, if this world should 
stand ten millions of years full of 
mankind, and then be burnt up, 
and all men burned up and des. 
troyed with it? At the end ofthe 
world, the universe woul@ be-no 
better, than if the world and its 
inhabitants had never existed. — 
But if all that have lived and 
shall live in this world, shall sur- 
vive the wreck of matter and the 
erush of worlds, and exists for ev- 
er, then the whole human race 
are unspeakably valuable and 
important. And those who live 
in the habitual view of eternity, 
never fail to form this high estim- 
ate of all their brethren of the hu- 
mat race. 

3. The habitual view of eterni- 
ty enables men to judge correct- 
ly of the conduct of mankind in 
this world. ‘ley are generally 
very active, and ardently enga- 
ged in the pursuit of the flatter- 
ing objects of time. Some dig 
in the earth, or traverse the ocean 
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ii) pursuit of gain. Some spend 
their days in reading and study 
to improve their minds, and treas- 
ureup knowledge. Some seek 
places of profit and honor.— 
Some Strive to shine in gay and 
costly clothing, Some exert 
themselves to fate sumptuously 
every day, and spend their time 
iu feasting and pleasure. Some 
wrack their invention in forming 
schemes to enrich and strengthen, 
or to weaken and destroy whole 
nations and kingdoms. And 
some few make it their main busi- 
ness to serve God and their gene- 
ration, and pfepate themselves 
and others for another and more 
interesting etate. ‘All these dif- 
ferent men are wise in their own 
eyes, and imagine their own mode 
of conduct is the best. And 
who can determine this point 
without viewing their conduct.in . 
relation to eternity ? All the af- 
fairs and pursuits of mankind are 
of very little consequence, in re- 
spect only to their present state. 
But when they are viewed inthe 
light of eternity, every word and 
act.on, every employment and a- 
musement, is of serious and ever- 
lasting importance. And none 
of these things can he considered 
as wise and proper, but those 
which will prepare men for future 
and eternal happiness. For that 
which is highly esteemed among 
men, is often an abomination in 
the sight of God, and destructive 
to the immortal soul. Those 
who livein the habitual view of 
eternity, look down upon man- 
kind in general as trifters, who are 
awfully spending their time and 
employing their talents in vain, 
and worse than in vain. They 
see the tremendous consequences 
of their sia and folly. And what 
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they see, the triflers themselves 
will see, when they too shall look 
into eternity. 

4. A clear view of eternity en- 
ables men to form all their de- 
signs and modes of conduct in 
this life, in the wisest and best 
manner. It is impossible for 
them to know what plans to form, 
or what conduct to pursue, with- 
out taking into view the whole 
duration of their existence. If 
they were toexist only in time, 
they might wisely determine to 
conduct as those who said, * Let 
us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die.” But ifthey are to ex- 
ist not only in time, but to alle- 
ternity, then they ought to form 
all their designs and determine 
all their conduct in reference to 
eternity, and eonsider what will 
be best for them through the 
whole duration of their existence. 
If a man would wisely choose his 
profession for life, he must choose 
it in reference to eternity. Ifa 
man would wisely determine his 
mode of conduct in his proper 
business, he must determine it in 
reference to eternity. Ifa man 
would wisely choose his place of 
residence, he must choose it in 
reference to eternity. Or ifa 
man would in any instance, wise- 
ly determine what is his duty, he 
must determine it in reference to 
eternity. The reason is obvious. 
Men ought, in all cases, in order 
to act wisely, to act in reference 
to their eternal good. They are 
living for eternity, and their eter- 
nal happiness is infinitely more 

_important, than any temporal in- 
terest they can possibly secure.— 
Hence our Saviour, who hada 
clear view of eternity, demands, 
“ What is aman profited, if he 
gainthe whole world, and Igse 
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his own soul? or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his 
soul? Ifmen would live and act 
wisely in this life, they must live 
and act under an habitual view of 
eternity, or seriously consider 
their latterend. For their future 
interests as far surpass their press 
ent, in importance, as their future 
existence surpasses their present 
duration. 

5. An habitual view of eterni- 
ty will teach men how to feel and 
conduct under all.the dispensa- 
tions of providence, whether 
prosperous or adverse. Man- 
kind are extremly apt to consider 
temporal prosperity as the great- 
est good they can enjoy, and tem- 
poral adversity as the greatest 
evil they can suffer. And hence 
they appear to be happy or mise. ‘ 
rable according to their outward 
circumstances in life. And their 
great object appears to be, to ob- 
tain prosperity, and avoid adversi- 
tyg@ They seem to think, that if 
they can only cainthe goodthings, 
and avoid the evil things in this 
life, they are acting the wisest 
part, and securing the great end 
of their existence. Buttempora! 
prosperity and adversity appear 
very different in the light of eter- 
nity, All temporal good and 
temporal evil, appear as nothing 
in the view of eternal good and 
eternal evil. The apostie said, 
‘© T reckon the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory that 
shall be revealed in us.””) And 
again he said, * Our light afflic. 
tion which is but for a moment, 
shall work for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.” ‘The goodandevilthings 
in this world, are so short in their 
duration, that they appear as 
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light as vanity in the view of ev- 
erlasting good and evil. 

Accordingly we find, that ma- 

ny of the poor, the weak, the 
sickly, and the afflicted, are much 
happier in their adversity, than 
the rich, the great, and the fortu- 
nate, in their prosperity. While 
men live in the habitual view of 
eternity, nothing they enjoy or 
suffer of a temporal nature, has 
much weight upon their minds, 
or much influence upontheirhigh- 
est enjoyments, It is compara- 
tively easy to pass through this 
changing world, while the eye 
and the heart are fixed upon the 
great and unchangeable objects 
of eternity. 

6.. Men must maintain a stea- 
dy and habitual view of eternity, 
in order to feel the weight, and 
act under the influence of the 
great and powerful motives of the 
gospel. While their hearts and 
thoughts are glewed tothis world, 
and their inward thought i is, that 
they shall live in it, and enjoy it 
for ever, all the promises and 
threatnings of the gospel make 
little or no impression upon their 
minds. So our Saviour said in 
the parable of the gospel feast. 
Many made light of it, and went 
their way to their farms and mer- 
chandise, and worldly pursuits, 
The motives of the gospel are all 
taken from eternal scenes and ob- 
jects, and therefore can have no 
influence upon those who have no 
view of eternity. But while men 
realize, that they are soon to leave 
this world and every thing in it, 
and to vo where they must re- 
main for ever, the motives of the 
gospel appear the most alluring, 
or the most awful, that can be 
presented to probationers for eter- 
nity, and never fail to influence 
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their habitual feelings and con- 
duct. Moses kept his eye upon 
eternity, and lived as seeing Him 
who is invisible. The patriarchs 
kept eternity in view, and lived 
and acted, and suffered, in refer. 
ence to a future and unshaken 
kingdom. The apostles and 
primitive Christians rejoiced as 
though they rejoiced not, and 
mourned as though they mourn- 
ed not, and took the spoiling of 
ther goods cheerfully, knowing 
that they had a more enduring 
substance, an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled and everlast- 
ing. In this light, all the mo- 
tives of the gospel have their pro- 
per influence upon the hearts and 
conduct of men.» They feel 
bound to obey and serve God, by 
the weight of future and eternal 
rewards and punishments. And 
this if certainly a point of true 
wisdom, and stands opposed to 
the folly of being governed by 
lying vanities. 

7. Itis by habitually medita- 
ting upon eternity, that men live 
in a practical preparation for 
death. Itis this, which brings 
them to their latter end, conveys 
them to their long home. And 
itis onthis account, that death 
is so desirable, or so dreadful te 
mankind. But itis not dying 
merely, which renders death the 
king of terrors, bat the eternal 
consequences which necessarily 
follow. ‘Those who have famil- 
iarized and desire the consequen- 
ces of death, are prepared to 
meet it without dismay. And it 
is only by habitual meditating up. 
on eternity, that men can become 
familiar with, and desirous of the 
everlasting consequences of death. 
Tor this reason, it is so wise in 
men in time, to livein the view 
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It serves to destroy 


of the grave. It had this happy 
effect upon Job, who loathed life, 
and lived waiting, till his change 
came. It had this effect upon 
David, who said to God, * I shall 


_ behold thy face in righteousness ; 


| I shall be satisfied, when I awake 
’ in thy likeness.” 


It had this ef- 


- fect upon Paul, who said, “I am 





in a Strait betwixt two; having a 
desire to depart and be with 
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ful prospect of eternity, that old 
Simeon said, ** Now lettest thou 
thy servant depart im peace, ac- 
cording to thy word.” Thus it 
appears in every respect, a point 
of wisdom for men in time, to live 
in the habitual view of eternity, 
and daily consider their latter end. 
And what is wisdom is duty, and 
what is duty in this caée,is a 
duty of the highest moment to 
all men, who are equally hasten- 
ing to their final and everlasting 


Christ, which is far better.”’— state. Con. AZag. 
And it wasin the lively and joy- 
ane | --) eae 


‘Lectigious ntellgence. 


BRITISH AND FORBIGN BIBLE SOCI- 
ET Ye 
¥ 

Ow the 6th instant, the British and 
foreign Bible Society held its Eighth 
Anniversary at Freemason’s Hall.— 
The attendance was so numerous, that 
the iiall was filled aimost immedi- 
utcly atier the doors were opened and 
mau hundreds, ameng whom we 
regret to sav were the Earl of Hard- 
wicke, and se eral members of parlia- 
ment, and other gentlemen, were un- 
able to obtain admiston. At 12 
o’clock, Lord ‘Teigninvuth, the presi- 
dent, opened the busmesss of the day 
by reading the Eighth Report ; which, 
from the variety and importance of 
the facts it enumerated, and the very 
animated and impressive sentiments 
with which it concluded, may justly 
be considered the most interesting and 
valuable of thosc compilations for 
which the ‘Society is indebted to the 
able, pious, and indefatigable exertions 
of itstruly Christian president. His 


“Lord@hip Having brought it to aclose, 


delivered a brief and impressive ad- 
dress ; and proceeded to read a letter 
from the Bishop of Durham, wherein 
that excellent prelate expressed his 





deep regret at being preveuted, by the 
state of lis health,at so advanced a peri- 
oi of’ life, from attending the meeting 
of a society in which he took so cor- 
dial an interest, and desired that-a 
draft for 501. might be accepted as his 
proxy. The Bishop of Kildare, a 
vice president of the ‘society, ther 
moved, that the Report should be a- 
dopted and printed. The Bishop pre- 
fuced this motion by an admirable 
speech, in which he stated the want 
and acceptability of the Scriptures, 
according to the authorized version, 
not only among the Protestants, but 
also among very many of the Roman 
Catholics in Ireland, and spoke in 
terms of high commendation of the 
exertions made by the Hibernian Bi- 
ble Society of Dublin to meet the ex- 
igency. The Bishop asserted, that 


the ignorance which prevailed in that 


country on the subject of religion 
was not to be conceived, that the doc- 
trines of the Reformation were utterly 
unknown in many parts ofit. His lord- 
ship then described, in a very fveling 
manner, the recent accession of a Pro- 
fessor of Maynooth to the Protestent 
Established Church; and concluded 
by an affecting appeal on behalf of a 
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people who needed so greatly the as- 
sistance of the Society, and were so 
prepared to profit by it. 

The Earl of Hardwicke, having 

been prevented by the crowd from en- 
tering the Hall, despatched a letter 
(which was read to the meeting,) 
wherein his lordship expressed his re- 
gret at being compelled to retire, and 
the more so because it had been his 
intention to move the resolution of 
thanks tothe president. Mr. Wiiber- 
force, after adverting to the sudden- 
ness with which the duty of making 
that motion had devolved on him, de- 
livered aspeech which would deserve 
to be classed with the happiest of his 
effusions on any preceding anniversa- 
ry. He complimented the noble pres- 
ident on being the centre of the lar- 
gest religious circle which the world 
had ever witnessed. “ Little did 
your lordship expect,” said Mr. W. 
**when you returned to vour native 
country, to enjoy that ease and retire- 
ment which your public labors in so 
arduous a government had earned, 
that so high and useful a destination 
was reserved for you as that to which 
your lordship has been called.” Mr. 
W. then proceeded to descant, with 
his usual eloquence and feeling, on 
the scene which he now had the satis- 
faction to witness, contrasting it with 
the siormy and tumultuous scenes in 
which so great a part of his time is 
spent. He seemed to have entered a 
higher region, and to have left the 
clouds and storms ofthis lower world 
beneathhim. The institution appear- 
gd to him very aptly described in those 
beautiful lines of Goldsmith : 


As some tall eliff, that, lifts its awful 
form, 

Swells from the vale, and midway 
leaves the storm ; 

Though round its breast the rolling 
clouds are spread, 

¥..ernal sunshine settles on its head. 


The Bishop of Cloyne seconded the 
motion. The Rev. Dr. Winter, in 
moving the thanks to the vice-presi- 
dents, delivered a judicious and can- 
did speech, in which he described, in 
Very appropriate terms, the happy un:- 
ion of Christian parties which this Sv- 
ciety exhibited, Lord Calthorpe and 
Sir Thomas Barring, in severally sec- 
onding this anda preceding motion, 
dclivered their sentiments briefly, but 





in a very feeling and impressive man. 
ner. The Bishop of Meath, a vice- 
president, moved the thanks to the 
Committee, ina speech of great en- 
ergy. His lordship concurred with 
the Bishopof Kildare in representing 
the state of Ireland as deeply needing 
the benefit whieh it was in the power 
of this Society to impart. The Bish- 
op remarked, that only the skirts of 
that cloud charged with fertalizing 
showers, to which the noble president 
had compared this Society, had yet ex- 
tended to Israel. His lordship ex- 
pressed the warmest satisfaction at 
Witnessing sO numerous a meeting, 
united thus cordially and ardently on 
an object of so much importance, and 
assured them that he should endeav- 
or to impart a similar impression to 
the clergy of that diocese which con- 
stituted the sphere of his labors. 

The Right Hon. N. Vansittert, M. 
P. seconded the motion of tkanks te 
the Committee in a speech distin- 
guished hy his customary candor, a- 
bility, and discrimination. He bore 
the strongest testimony, from his own 
personal experience, to the industry 
and harmony of the Committee, and 
the uniformity with which, merging 
all peculiarities of religious sentiment, 
they pursued the great object of their 
appointment. 

The thanks to the treasurer were 
moved by C. Grant, Esq M. P and sece 
onded by T. Babington, Esq. M. P. in 
a short but pertinent speech, delivered 
under the inconvenience of a cold 
which almost suppressed his utter- 
ance. 

The Bishop of Norwich then rose, 
and moved the thanks to the Secreta- 
ries. His lordship stated, that he 
could bear his testimony to their zeal ; 
and proceeded ta expatiate on their 
services, to which himself had been 
witness, with that simplicity, feeling 
and liberality, by which he is so much 
distinguished. 

Mr. Steinkopff, in returning thanks, 
addressed the mecting bricfly with 
that Christian pathos which character- 
izes all his addresses. ~~ 

r. Burnmark, (Chaplain to the 
Sweedish Embassy) then came for- 
ward, and after appealing, asa foreign- 
er, to the indulgence of the audience, 
delivered a verv sensible, pious, and 
impressive address. He particullar- 
ized the services which the Society 
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had rendéred by promoting the print- 
ing of the Scriptures in the Sweedish, 

Laponese, and Finnish languages : 
aud described the value of these ser- 
vices, and the gratitude with which 
they were felt, ina most interesting 
manner. 


The Rev. Mr. Hughes followed, and 
offered his thanks to the meeting on 
behalf of himself and his’ colleagues, 
to whom he was not more united in 
office and in labor, than in respect 
and affection. Mr, Hughes clased an 
excellent address by glancing at the 
advantages which would result from 
this society to Britain, whatever might 
be her destination. If she were to 
remain the arbitress of nations, she 
would have the means of extensive 
usefulness, and be a source of happi- 
ness to the world. _ If, on the contra- 
ry, her connection with other nations 
should be destroyed, if she should 
experience such a reverse as to cut 
off the means of her commercial 
wealth and greatness, she would have 
within herself those resources which 
would sustain her under calamity, and 

make national adversity contribute to 
her improveinent. 

The Bishop of Salisbury expressed 
(he cordial satisfaction with which he 
took a share in the duties of this in- 
ieresting occasion; and moved the 
thanks of the mecting to the Synod of 

Glasgow, and the several Synods, 
Presbyteries, &e. in North Britain, for 
theit liberal contributions and sup- 
port. This motion was seconded by 
the Rev. T. White, M. A. 


Henry Thornton, Esq. M. P. then 
came forward and moved thanks to the 
several Auxiliary Societies, &c. | In 
doing this he entered into a detailed 
and very judicious consideration of 
the advantages arising both to the 
funds and operations of the instita- 
tion from the establishment of Auxil- 
iary Societies. He appealed to the 
prodigious item in the eash account of 
24, 8131, 5s. 10U, furnished by Auxilia- 
ry Societies alone, in justification of 
His statement; and after explaining, 
in a variety of ways, the solid and 
permanent benefits connected with 
this’ system of localization, conclud- 
eda very able, luminous, and highly 
‘atisfactory apne, by representing 
the several Auxiliary Societies as pus- 
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sessing claims to the wramest grati- 
tude of the meeting. 

Lord Gambier then rose, and mov- 
ed the thanks of the Corresponding 
Committee in Bengal. In doing this, 
his lordship apologised for his mabil- 
ity to support the motion as it deserv- 
ed. The profession of arms, his lord- 
ship observed, was not favorable to 

habits of public speaking.” He did, 
however, consider it a great honor 
to perferm the lowest office in this so- 
ciety : and, therefore, trusting that 
his feelings would be accepted as an 
atonement for the deficiency of his 
expression, he should satisfy himself 
with simply offering the resolution 
which he held in his hand to their a- 
doption. C. Grant, Esq, M. P. sec- 
onded the motion. 

The Rev. John Townsend (of Ber- 
monsey,) in moving the thanks to those 
gentlemen who had contributed books 
to the library, delivered a very candid 
and pleasing address. He was follow- 
ed by the Rev. Mr. Simeon (of Cam- 
bridge,} who adverted with much 
feeling to those laborers in the East, 
Messrs. Martyn and Thompson, who 
had commenced their pastoral duties 
in the service of his own church, and 
whom he regarded with the affection 
of a brother. 

The Bishop of Norwich having mov- 
ed the thauks to Lord Teignmouth, for 
his lordship’s conduct in the chair, 
Mr. Owen came forward, and closed 
the business of the day by an animated 
address. Ife congratulated the meet- 
ing on the services which had been ren- 
dered this day to the cause of the Socie- 
ty by Irish aid English prela‘es, by the 
defenders of our country (alluding to 
Lord Gambier,) and ‘(pointing to 
Messrs. Vansittart, Wilberforce, and 
H. '‘Vhornton,) by.the evlighteners and 
liberators of mankind. Mr. 0. then 
ealled upon the meeting to take aview 
of the society in reference to the a- 
gents which it hadcalled into employ- 
ment, the various scenes in which it 
Was acting its dignified part, and the 
objects on which its kindness was ex- 
teuded. The bi advantages of 
_ society was, he said, scarcely 

‘eater than i. cont ingent t benefit 
which resulted indirectly froma it.— 
While civil policy and social happi- 
hess were uluumately promoted, it was 
impossible not to see and admire in 
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what degree religion profited by the 
influence of suchanassociation. ‘The 
correspondence which it elicited and 
the testimonies which jtcollected from 
every part of the world, were so many 
depositions from independent and con- 
curring witnesses to the truth, power, 
and excellence of Christianity. Af- 
ter a train of remarks, illustrative of 
these positions, Mr. O. concluded, by 
urging the members to take encour- 
agement from the triumphs which they 
had witnessed this day. “ Be ye stead- 
fast,” said Mr. O. © unmoveable—al- 
ways abounding in the work of the 
Lord: forasmuch as ye énow that your 
labor has not been, is not, nor ever will 
be in vain—in the Lord.” 

Thus terminated the eighth anni- 
versary of this greatinstitution. The 
multitude, amounting to between 2 
and $090 (and which would, had there 
been space, have amounied to almost 
double the number) were literally 
of one heart and one mind. Never 
did the countenances of men indicate 
more visibly the strong feelings of joy 
and affection. So perfectly had the 
great subject absorbed all subordinate 
considerations, that not an expression 
dropped from any speaker which be- 
trayed a controversial teeling. <A 
stranger to what has appeared in print 
would have supposed that in this in- 
stitution of pure and vast benevolence 
there is (as we trust there soon will 
be) but one opinion and one feeling 
throughout the British empire, and 
the Christian world. And when the 
substance of the Report which we are 
about to give, shall have been read, 
we scarcely think we assume too muclt 
in claiming for an association so em- 
ployed and supported, the contribu- 
tions, the co-operation, and prayers of 
those who are sincerely desirous 
““that all men should be suved, and 
and come to the knowledge of the 
truth.” 

The following is a bricf abstract of 
the Report of the Committee which 
was read on this occasion. 

The success which has attended the 
exertions of the Society has been es- 
tablished in the former Reports. The 
Report of proceedings during the 
eighth year of its existence will prove 
not less gratitying. 

I. Europe. 
1. Findand—It appears that the 
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number of persons who speak the Fin- 
nish language is not less than 1,300,. 
000 and that the various editions of 
the Scriptures printed ih it have nev. 
er been adequate totheir supply: No 
edition either of the Old or New Tes. 
tament has been published for the last 
thirty years; and scarcely a single 
pertect copy of the former is to be 
purchased. Qn the ground of this in. 
formation, the printing of the Finnish 
scriptures has been encouraged by a 
grant of 500/. The result has been, 
that the Governor General, and the 
Bishop of Finland, have most cordi- 
ally approved the measure ; and that 
the Emperor of Russia, in testimo- 
ny of his approbation, added 5000 
rubbles from his own private purse, 
* Thus,” to adopt the words of the 
Bishop of Finland, “ in the Lord’s 
name, a feundation is laid for a work, 
from which religion in general, and 
the Finish Church in particular, will, 
by the help of God, derive a certain 
and lasting advantage.” A society 
has been formed in Finland, on the 
suggestion of the Committee, for the 
continued circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

2. Lapland—The Laponese Testa- 
ment, stated in former Reports, to have 
been printing under the superinten- 
dence of Bishop Nordin, is now com- 
pleted ; and 2500 copies have been 
sent into Sweedish Lapland. The 
Roval Chancery of Stockholm has 
zddressed a letter to the Commit- 
tee of the Stockholin Society, express- 
ing the satisfaction of the King with 
the exertions made for improving the 
religious knowledge of the Sweedish 
Laplanders. ‘The Russian govern- 
ment has issued a proclamation au- 
thorizing the importation of the La- 
ponese New Testaments into Russian 
Lapland. Measures have been adopt- 
ed for the distribution of 1000 cop- 
ies in Danish Lapland. 

The disposition manifested by the 
Russian government encourages a hope 
ot the adoption of some extensive 
plan for the general distribution of 
the Word of Life throughout the Rus- 
sian empire. 

3. Jreland—The obstacles to the 
printing of the Icelandic Bible have 
been surmounted ; and the work will 
probably be completed by next spring. 
There is reason to hope that the re- 
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. - remainder of the Icelandic Testaments 
- have been forwarded to Iceland. 
fe 4. Peland——The completion of the 
. & Polish Bible was announced at the 
o -— last mecting ; it is sold for two shil- 
. lings a copy. The Committee have 
+ OF directed 1000 oopies to be gratuitous- 
¢. ; ly distributed. _ By the last accounts 
¢ from Berlin, the Polish, Sériptures 
. & were in great demand. Many copies 
h § had been scent to Warsaw, to Upper 
2k Silesia, and to Austrian Gallicia. It 
Ls was the intention ef the Koningsberg 
€ committee, to furnish every Polish 
i school in thése parts with afew Bi- 
t & bles and Testaments gratuitously. 
. FF 5: Lithuania--The printing. of the 
oO & Lithuana Bikle would probably be 
. completed in the month of March of 
e § the present year. The Committee 
3 ; have directed 500 Polish Bibles and 
> -& 1000 New Testaments to be sent to 
al : Koningsberg for sale or gratuitous 
a | distribution ; the proceeds of the sale 
i to be applied towards a second edition 
y -— of the Lithuaha Scriptures. Some 
e -— copies of the Polish New Testament 
e have been ordered for the use of the 
y §& Poles residing in Great Britain, or 
1 visiting it. 
- & 6. Bohemta—The edition of the Bo- 
e -— hemian Scriptures promoted by the 
1 | Society has been exhausted,’ and the 
\- : demand for them is still extensive and 
n urgent. The Committee, with a view 
e - to supply it have voted 300). for aid- 
s , ing anew edition. 
4 | 7. Livonia and Esthonia—The offer 
:. : to promote the publication of the 
h Scriptures in the dialects of Livonia 
e ; and Esthonia has produced the most 
h beneficial effects. A Society has been 
\- | rormed in Deorpatian Esthoria, for 
I 4 prmting and distributing the New 
.- Vestament. A Society in Revalian 
rn kKsthonia has directed its attention 
re to the supply of the Holy Seriptures, 
“ : in the design of furnishing every cct- 


iuger with a New Testament : and 
r | several respectable characters are en- 
e gaged in establishing a Livonian Bi- 
e ; ble Society, The result is, an in- 


f : erease:| ardor in publishing editions of 
;- the Livonian and Esthonian ‘Scrip- 
tures. Arrangements were making 
e for this purpose ; and the Committee, 
c with a view to forward it. have en- 
i larged their grant of 600’. to 10007. 
f. 8. SwedenThe active zeal of the 
> Stockholm Society has suffered no 
2§ 
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abatement. The Swedish Bible is 
now completed, on standing types; 
and the number of Swedish Testa- 
ments, separately printed, arnounts to 
16,600. Another cdition ot the Bi- 
ble, and of the New Testamen*’, will 
be immediately undertaken; for which 
an additional donation of 200/. has 
been voted. . | 

9. Hungary.—The distribution of 
some German Bibles in Austria and 
Hungary at the expense of the Socie- 
ty, oa made known its existen¢e 
in Presburg, and has produced most 
interesting Communi¢ations from two 
Professors in that city, by which it 
appears that there are upwards of a 
millien of Protestants in Hungary, 
and but few Bibles among those who 
speak the Sclavonian and Hungarian 
dialects ; many of whom are much 
depressed by poverty. ‘Fhe Commit- 
tee have promiscd a donation of five 
hundred pounds, to aid the printing 
and cirtulation of the Hungarian and 
Sclavonian Scriptures, if a socicty 
shall be established in Hungary for 
that purpose. i =. 

10. France.—The Committee, hav- 
ing sent to France some Bibles for the 
British prisoners of war in that couvn- 
try, received a letter written by di- 
rection of the Minister of Marine, sta- 
ting that they should be properly dis- 
tributed. 

A Germah minister, having distrib- 
uted many copies of the Scriptures in 
France, which were gratefully receiv- 
ed, the Committee directed one thou- 
sand copies of the French Bible to be 
distributed at the sotiety’s expense, 
among some Protestant congregation 
in Frarice. 

A member of the Imperial Institute 
having signified a wish that copies of 
the versions of the Scriptures printed 
by the Society might be deposited in 
that institution, the Committee. did 
not hesitate to comply with it. 

11. Germany——They have acceded 
toa similar request from the keeper 
of the Imperial jibrary at Vienna; as 
well as for copies of the Society’s Re- 
ports. This last request was accor- 
panied by an observation, that “a 
multitude of strangers, who daily ne- 

sort to the Imperial Library, would 
obtain a Knowledge of the institution ; 


and perhaps not a few would be in- 


spired with a desire to attempt same 
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thing similar in their sphere, and ac- 
coming to their power.” 
e Ratisbon Bible Society have 


printed and circulated four editions of 


the New Testament, and a fifth was 
in thepress. This Society is support- 
ed by Roman Catholics; and, though 
produced by the example, is indepen- 
dent, of this society, 

12. Italy and Greece—The Socie- 
ty’s Italian ‘Testaments are in great 
demand, both at Messina and Malta ; 
and the Archimandrita, at the latter 
place, lias warmly recommended the 
perusal of the modern Greek Testa- 
ment, and publicly applauded “ the 
zeal and ardour of the English ‘to cir- 
culate the Word of the Lord?’ This 
intelligence is froma Roman Catholic 
correspondent at Malta, of great res- 
pectability, who is of opinion “ that 
there is likely to result from the one 
thousand Testaments which the Soci- 
ety has sent, no ordinary good.” 

‘The Committee have granted fifty 
peunds for distributing the Scriptures 
to the poor in Dénmark: 


I]. Asta: 

1. Syria.—The Committee have 
forwarded a supply of Arabic Bibles, 
for the use of the Episcopal churches 
in Aleppo and its vicinity. 

2. Hindostan.—The Christians-dis- 
persed over this vast country, includ- 
ing Ceylon, are calculated at nearly a 
million, using various dialects ;-few 
of whom possess: the Scriptures. Ma- 
ny of the descendants of Christians 
have consequently relapsed into idola- 
try; and many are Christians merely 
in name. The Hindoos and Mahom- 
etans subject to the British authority 


may be estimated at seventy millions. | 


These observations suggest the 
most forcible motives for supplying 
the wants of the Christians, and for 
displaying the records of Divine truth 
to the natives who are ignorant of it. 

With this general object, and es- 
pecially with the view of supplying 
the demands of the native Christians 
in India, an Auxiliary Bible Society 
was, in February, 1811, established in 

Calcutta, with the concurrence of the 
government ; and with a very general 
approbation in all parts of India. At 
Fort William, it has met with the 
inost Jiberal support. It has directed 
eicht hundred copies of the Tamul 








New Testament to be purchased for 
distribution, as well as two thousand 
copies of the Portuguese Bible, and 
five thousand copies of the Portuguese 
New Testaments. It has contracted 


for printing at Serampore five thou-’ 


sand New Testaments in the Tamul, 
the Cingalese, and the Malaylim dia- 
Jects respectively. The Committee, 
anxious to encourage these laudable 
exertions, have determined to aid 
them by a grant of Bibles, Testa- 
ments, and printing paper, to the val- 
ue of one thousand pounds. 

The translation of the Scriptures 
into the dialects of India and the 
printing of them, proceed as rapidly 
as could be expected. The Mission- 
aries’ of Serampore have translated 
and printed the New’ Testament in 
five languages, and the old, in Ben- 
galee, and have translated the Gos- 
pels of St. Matthew and Mark into 
Chinese ; the New Testament into four 


more dialects, and ‘portions of the Old’ 


Testament inte as many; and have 
begun a translation of the New Tes- 


tament into two more. The Rev. L.’ 


Sebastiani, many years resident at the 
Court of Persia, is advanced to nearly 
the end‘of the Epistles, in a Persic 
translation: of tlle New Testament, 
from the Greek, intended for the 
Christians dispérsed over Persia, who 
are stated as very desirous of possess- 
ing the Scriptures; in a plain transla- 
tion. Sabathas completed the trans- 
lation of the New Testament and the 
Book of Genesis into Arabic. The 
Hindostanée translation of the New 
Testament, by Mirza Fitrut, under 
the superintendénce of the Rev. H 

Martyn, the four Gospels in Persian 
by the Rev. Ii Sebastiani, and the 
three first Gospels in Telinga, trans- 
lated by the late Rev. A. Désgrangers, 
are in the press. 
printing of the Malayalim Version of 
the Gospels, in‘September last, was 
advanced as-far as the 12th chapter 
of St. John. Of the Gospels translat- 


ed by Dr. - Leyden into five of the dia- ° 


lects ef the Eastern Archipelago, 
none have been printed, in conse- 
quence of the death of Dr. Leyden in 
Java. With a view to procure the 
best version of the Scriptures in the 
purest dialects of Arabia and Persia, 
the Rev. H. Martyn undertook a jour- 
ney into those countries; and by the 
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Jast accounts was at Shiraz. ‘Sabat’s 
Arabic translation of the New Testa- 
ment haveing been shewn by Mr. Mar- 
tyn to a learned Arab at Bushire, he 
pronounced on it the highest eulogi- 
um. It appears that the printing of 
Oriental manuscripts, (chiefly owing 
to the skill and disinterestedness of 
the Baptist Missionaries, ):can ‘be :exe- 
cuted at Serampore, at an expense 
much Jess than at any other press in 
India, or even Europe. 

Of the distribution of the Tamul 
and Portuguese Scriptures, mention- 
ed in the Seventh Report, the Commit- 
tee have received most pleasing intel- 
hgence. Nothing could exceed the 
sratitude of the native Christians at 
Tanjore and Tranquebar. A single 
fact will prove the extreme scarcity 
of Tamu! Bibles. A catechist, in the 
congregation of Mr. Kohloff at Tan- 
jore, had been employed twenty-four 
years in teaching the Gospel, without 
possessing the Old Testament. The 
Portuguese Bibles and ‘Testaments 
were equally acceptable. Among 
those who received a Bible in English, 
Malabar, and Portuguese, was a Ro- 
man Catholic Priest, who had fre- 
quently recommended the perusal of 
the Scriptures, in his sermons. 

The Committee, to encourage the 
efforts making in India, have: voted 
an additional sum of two thousand 
pounds; the total of their grant to 
Calcutta, for the eurrent year, being 
thus five thousand pounds. 

The Committee expect that a trans- 
lation of the Old Testament in the 
Cingolese dialect, will be undertaken 
by a competent person at Ceylon.— 
They have voted five hundred pounds 
to the Rev. Robert Morrison, at Can- 
ton, for premoting the translation and 
printing the Scriptures in Chinese. 

Ill, AMERICA. 

The donations to Bible Societies zn 
America have been respectfully ac- 
knowledged. The Committee have 
received satisfactory Keports of the 
proceedings of the Societies in Phi- 
jadelphia, Connecticut, New-Jersey, 
and New-York. ‘The zeal excited for 
the diffusion of the Scriptures, con- 
tinues undiminished | The most per- 
feet cordiality subsists among the va- 
rious Bible Societies in the United 
States: and since their existence in 
America, the sale of Bibles to indi- 


viduals has considerably inereased. 
The Committee have agreed to assist 
** The Bible and Common Prayer-book 
Society,” of Albany by a donation ot 
Scriptures to the value of fifty pounds. 
Anxious to aid the circulation of the 
Scriptures in America, and aware of 
the expense of the Philadelphia So. 
ciety in providing stereotype plates 
for the Bible, they have granted .a 
second donation of one hundred 
pounds to that society; and trust it 
will be accepted as a pledge of the 
union they desire to maintain with 
their American brethren in promoting 
the interests of Christ’s: kingdom. 
IV. Twe Unitep Kincpom. 

The approbation of the Society has 
been most extensively manifested, by 
the zeal.and.co-operation of the Aux- 
iliary Societies noticed in former Re- 
ports, and by the-still more numerous 
Societiesformed during the lastyear. 

The Auxiliary Societies formed 
since the last meeting amount to fifty- 
one, besides sixteen branch Societies, 
and their contributions to the paront 
Society to upwards of 18,900/. besides 
upwards of 9,700/. from Societies pre- 
viously formed. 

The Committee rejoice to see the 
zeal for disseminating the blessings of 
Revelation keep pace with, that char- 
ity which has provided so many insti- 
tutions for releaving temporal dis- 
tress ; and while they gratefully ac- 
knowledge that liberality which aug- 
ments the funds of the institution, 
they are equally sensible of the bene- 
fits to be derived from the exertion of 
its Auxiliaries, insupplying the local 
wants of their respective districts 
with the Holy Scriptures. 

The Committee express their regret, 
that ithas not been in their power to 


comply with the application for Bibles 


and Testaments in the degree requir- 
ed, though every possible exertion has 
been made by them, to procure a suffi- 
cient quantity. In addition to the 
two Universities, they have now cb- 
tained the assistance of his Majesty’s 
Printers. They therefore trust, that 
the inconvenience from this cause will 
be speedily removed, But though 
the supply has been so inadequate to 
the demand, a much larger number of 
Bibles and Testaments has been issu- 
edin eleven months, ending the 21st 
February last, than in thirteen months 
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preceding, viz. $5,690 Bibles, and 
70,733 Testaments, making the total 
number issued up to that period, 
149,415 Bibles, and 291,524 Testa- 
ments, exclusive of those circulated 
at the charge of tbe Society in vari- 
ous parts abroad. 

V. DistrisuTion oF BIBLEs. 

Considering the poor of the United 
Kingdom as haying partieular claims 
on the Society, the Committee have 
invited clergymen and dissenting 
ininisters to eneourage Bible Associa- 
tions, and to investigate the state of 
the poor in their several vicinities ; 
and they have engaged to return Bi- 
bles and Testaments, at the cost price, 
to the amount of one half of any cyn- 
gregational collections they may re- 
ceive within a year. The Committee 
are of opinion, that the plan of sclling 
the Scriptures tg the poor, where 
practieable, has been found to possess 
several important advantages over 
gratuitous distribution. 

‘The list of the Society’s benefactions 

in Eupope, Asia, Africa, and America, 
is too long to be inserted at present. 
Suiffice it to say, that their beneve- 
lence has visited every quarter of the 
globe, and hascentribut«d to cheer al- 
most every formof misery to which 
man is heir.—-The correspondent at 
one of the principal] nayal stations, who 
has so frequently received the ec- 
knowledgments of the Committee for 
an unwearied attention to supply sold- 
jers and seamen, foreign troops, prison- 
rs of war, convicts, and others with 
the holy Scriptures, has devoted the 
same active exertions to this object, 
during the last year. In the course 
of that period, 3350 Bibles and Testa- 
ments, in various languages have been 
distributed by this correspondant a- 
fone; who has received satisfactory tes- 
tiunonies that they were no less grate- 
tully receaved than eagerly sought. 

The Coinmittee have reason to be- 
lieve that the Scriptures distributed in 
the various modes above stated (which 
will, probably, not fall short of 32,006 
copies) have proved real blessings to 
manv whohave obtuined them. 

PNe distribution of the Gospel of 
St. John among the Esquimaux, in 
Labrador, was repaid with tears of 
gratitude ; and having been limited to 
such only as Could read, an uncommon 
eagerness Was excited in others tg 
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learn to read, that they might obtais: 
similar presents. 

The Committee have taken an anx- 
ious interest in the state of Ireland, 
and have granted a further donation 
of Bibles and ‘Testaments to the amount 
of 500/. to the Hibernian Bible Svueic- 
ty. They have also passeda resolu- 
tion to encourage the formation of Aux- 
iliary Societies in that country, by the 
promise of aid in proportion to their 
uwn exertions. 

The funds of the Society have been 
augmented by various contributions 
and collections. The legacies of the 


“year have amountedto 1617/2. , 


‘Fhe Committee have nominated 
Granville Sharp Esq. the Rev. John 
Owen, the Rev. Joseph Hughes, the 
Rev. C.F. Steinkopff, Rev John Jen- 
icke of Berlin, Thomas Han.mersly, 
Esq, Rev Professer Dezitry, and Rich- 
ard Phillips, Esq, governors for life, in 
consideration of the essential services 
rendered to the Society. 

* From the facts now reported, the 
members of the Society are authorized 
to adopt the gratifying inference, that 
as the institution advances in years, 
it increases in means, influence, and 
respectability. Like the little cloud 
which the Prophet’s watchman saw 
from Carmel, rise out of the sea, and 
spread by degrees over the face of the 
heavens, @keering the Israelites with 
the prospect of fertilizing showers, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
small in its origm, has attained a 
conspicuous elevation and magnitude, 
and has been hailed as the harbinger 
of good tidings, and the dispenser of 
blessings, by the people of the north 
and the south, the east and the west.” 

** The theatre on which the Society 
displays its operations, is that of the 
whole world. Considering all the ra- 
ces ofmenas children of cne common 
Father, who, § maketh his sunto rise 
on the evil and on the good and send- 
eth rain on the just and on the unjus;’ 
and who wills, ‘ that all men should 
come to the knowledge of the truth ; 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
offers the records ofeternal life to, the 
bond and the free, Heathens and 
Christian, In the earnest hope that 
they may become alamp unto the feet, 
and alight unto the paths, of those 
who now receive them and of gen: 
ations yet enbein.” , 
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“To support the character which 
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- —% has assumed, to realize the hopes 
s £2 which it hasexcited, tofoster and en- 
1 [) large the zeal which it has inspired, 
tf — are obligations of no common magni- 
- —) tude, and which eannot be discharged 


’ without correspondentexertions. Ini- 
7 mense portions of the globe, now the 
) dominions of idolitry and superstition ; 
» regions where the light of Christianity 
- once shone, but is now dim or extin- 
/ guished; aml countries where the 
heavenly manna is so scarce that thou- 
sands live and die without the means 
of tasting it——point out the existing 
claims on the benevolenee of the Se- 
ciety. 

“To supply these wants, fill up 
these voids, and display the light of 
Revelation amidst the realms of dark- 
ness, will long require a continuance 
ot that support whieh the British and 
Foreign Bible Societv has derived from 
ine public piety and liberality : and 
perhaps the persevering eiforts of suc- 
ceeding generations, Letus not, how- 


ever, be weary in Well doing ; ‘for in 


due scason we shall reap, if we faint 
not., 

** Let the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, uniting its prayers with those 
which are daily offered up at home 
aud abroad tor the blessing of God on 
iis proceedings, humbly Jiopay that it 

| imay become an instrument of his prov- 
} idence, for accomplishing his gracious 
/ promises; and that, by means of the 
Scriptures distributed through its ex- 
citions, or by its influence and encour- 
avement, nutionus Nuw ignorant of the 
‘ue Ged, may learn ‘ to draw water 
irom ihe wells of sulvation.” The 
prospect is animating, the object holy ; 
its acomplishment glorious : for the 
prospective efforts of the Society are 
directed to a consummation (whether 
“attainable by themgor not, is only 
known to him who knowcth all things) 
whee all the ends of the earth, adopt- 
ing the language of inspiration, shall 
unite their voices in the sublime 
Strains of heavenly adoration ; * Bless- 
ing, aid honor, and glory, and power be 
unto hmm that sittcth upon the throne, 
and mato the Lamb for ever and ever : 
Hallelujah ! for the Lord God Omnip- 
etent rereneth.’” 

The nett receipts of the year have 

amounted ‘0 upt ards of 42 5001. the 
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nett payments to nearly 32,5007. leav- 
ing a balance of 11,000. against which 
there ure engagements to be placed, 
amounting to 14,0007. The socizty, 
therefore, with allits ample means, 
possesses only the semblanee of 
wealth. If its income were multiplied 
tenfold, that ineome would find abun- 
dant employment in supplying the 
wants of an universe thirsting for the 
waters oflift. Ch. Observ, Wey, 1812, 


sOCIETY FOR THE SUPPORT AND 
EXCOURAGEMENT OF SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE 
ERJIISH DOMINIONSe 


' At the Annual General Meeting of 
this society, on the 8th day of April, 
1812 the committee reported, that 
since the last General Meeting 239 
schcols had been addedto the soci. 
ety’s list; and assistance repeated to 
92 other schools formerly established, 
for which and the new schools before 
stated, thev had distributed 26,723 
spelling-books, 5056 Festaments, and 
132 Bibles, ‘That since the commnee- 
ment of the institution (17&5) they 
had issued 339,695 spelling-books, 
70,537 Testaments, and 8001 Bibles, 
to 3720 schools, contuining upwards 
of 303,000 scholars. In the course of 
the past year, numerous testimonies of 
the utility of this institution have been 
furnished from vatious quarters, many 
instances of which were read by the 
secretury. Wales aopears to have felt 
the moral influence of Sunday -chools, 
throughout the principality; and 
Ireland is making progress by means 
of them#in civilization and religious 
light. Applications have also been 
made to this country for the establish- 
ment of Sunday Schools at St. John’s, 
Antigua; St George's, Barbadoes ; 
the Cape of Good Hope; Sicily jand 
Gibraltar: in consequence of which, the 
Society resolved to extend their pat- 
ronage as far as they may be enabled, 
* throughout the British dominions,” 
and have designated themselves accor- 
dingly, on the presumption, that in 
prosecuting an object that promises 
such extensive benefit, both moral and 
political, the liberality of the public 
will not be fcund to desert them. So 
Many claims have indecd been made 
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on the public by the numerous excell- 


ent sccieties which have recently 


sprung up, and particularly by those 
which have the: education of the poor 
for their object, that it is feared the 
interests of the Sunday-school Sacic ty 
may be in danger of becoming impair- 
ed. Such a result cannot be too 
seriously deprecated. The Sunday- 
schoo] Society provides so effectually 
for educating those whose time is 
energssed in the days of labour .by 
their necessary ,occupatios, and also 
for recovering them from vagrancy, 
disorder, and irreligion, training them 
up to udue observance of the sabbath 
day, that it must be regarded as an 
institution closely conriec ted with the 
religious welfare of Uke country. Ch.086. 


—-- 


VERMONT BIBLE SOCIETY. 


For the gratification of our readers, 


we have, from time to time, laid be- 
f>re them the transactions of bible 
societies in this country, andin for- 
eigu parts. We are happy in be- 
mg now able to give publicity to 
the proceedings of the bible society, 
which a few weeks since was form- 
ed in our own state, dn our last 
nunber, page 309, will be seen the 
origin of the society. Every thing 
important, which has transpired, 
since the Committee to form the 
Constitution were appointed, may 
be learnt from the following com- 
munication, 


He establistiment of Societies for the 
distribution of Bibles among the im- 
dient, and those who have not the 
opportunity of obtaining them, as of 
serious importance, and demands 
the attention of Christians of all de- 
nominations. Impressed with a 
grateful sense of God’s goodness, in 
making to mana revelation of his ex- 
i$tence and perfections, his law and 


lee # 


requirements, and his purposes of 


erace through Jesus Christ, which 
revelation ts ; contained j in the sacred 
criptures; and being desirous that 
eur fellow creatures should enjoy 
the inestimable privilege of possess- 
ing + the Holy Bible, by which they 
may be male wise unto salvation, 
and apprehending that many Families 
are destitute of this precious book: 
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We, whose names are underwritten, 
arree to form ourselves into a Soci- 
ety, to be denominated, 


“ THE VERMONT BIBLE SOCIETY,” 


For the purpose of distr ibuting the 
Bible, and to be governed by the fol 


lowing 
CGNSTITUTION. 


Artritcue Ik. The Bible selected for 
distribution, shall be the common ver- 
sion, without note or. comment. 

2. Any person may become a mem. 
ber of the Society, by the payment of 
two dollars, and continue a member 


“by the annual payment of the same 


sum; and any person by paying twelaty 
dollars, or more, may be constituted a 
member for life. 

3. The Society shall annually choose, 
by ballot, a President, two Vice-Presi- 
dents, seven’ Directors,’a Treasurer 
and Secretary. The President and 
Vice Presidents shall be Directors ex 
officio. —The Directors, four of whom 

shall constitute a quorum, shall take 
ua of printing or publishing Bibles, 
and superiatend the distribution ot 
them for the society; and shall have 
power to make and alter bye-laws to 
regulate their own proceedings, and 
shall make report of all their proceed- 
ings at the annual meeting of the Soci. 
ety. . 

The Pitectors may appoint agents 
in different parts of the state, to aid 
them in carrying into effect the benev- 
olent designs ef the society; they may 
remove the Secretary and Treasurer, 
if necessary, and shall fill.all vacancies 
until the next annual meetifig? 

The Directors shall meet twice in 
i year, once at Windsor, on the 3d 

day of May, and once at Rutland, on 
the Sth day of October; and if either 
of those days fall on the Sabbath,on 
the Monday succeeding. 

The Treasurer shall pay all orders 
drawn on him iby Dixgctors, and shall 
make report to the sdéiety at their an- 
nual meeting, of the state of the treasu- 
ry, and to the Directors, at.ipny time, 
when required by them. 

4 Any donations made to the soci- 

ety, if the donors request it, shall be 
iiivested in a find, the interest only of 
which shaltbe applied annually to the 
use of the Society. 
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5. The stated annual meeting of the’ 


> society shall be at Montpelier, on the 
4) Wednesday succeeding the second 


Thursday of October, at 5o’clock P.M. 


| The President, or either of the Vice- 
Presidents, at the request of any four 
Directors, shall call a special meeting’ 


of the society, notice of which shall be 
given three weeks previously, in two 


newspapers published in this state.— 


A majority of the members present, at 
any one meeting, shall be competent 
to the transaction of business. 

€. Additions and amendments may 
Se nade to this Constitution, when 
proposed at a stated annual meeting, 


and adopted at a subsequent annual” 


meeting by two thirds of the mem- 
bers present. 

7. The first meeting of this Soci- 
ety shall be holden at Montpelier, at 
tlie~ hall af the Academy, on the 4th 
Wednesday of October, inst. at 5 0’- 
clok, P. ™, 


On the 5th and 6th of Oct. last, the 


Vermont Bible Society. S5t 


above Constitution was formed at 


Rutland, by a Committee (appointed’ 


by the General Convention) anda 


_humber of persons, whom they re- 
"quested to act with them. 


The Bible Society met at Montpe- 
lier, in the hall of the Academy, cn 
the 28th ult. and organized by choos- 
ing the Hon. Ws1i11am C. HARRING- 
TON, Moderator, and JEDUTHAN 
Loomis, Esq. Clerk. 

In the evening, agreeably to previ- 


ous appointment, anappropriate ser-: 


mon was delivered before the society, 
by the Rev. Chester Wright, from 
Ps. exix.72,. After divine service, 
the Constitution was read and the so- 
ciety adjourned till,the next morning. 

Oct. 29. The Society met, in the 
hall of the state-house. After anad- 
dress to the throne of Grace, by the 
Rev. James Hobart*of Berlin, the so- 
ciety procéeded to the choice of offi- 
cers, for tle year ensuing, and the 
following persons were declared duly’ 
elected. 


PRESIDENT. 


CHARLES MARSH, Esq. Woodstock. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. — 


Hon. WILLIAM C: HARRINGTON, Barlington. 
Rey. atti: 3 FOWLER, Windsor: 
.* 


* DIRECTORS. 
Rev. HEMAN BALL, Rutland, 
JOHN NOYES, Esq. Brattleborough, 
SAMUEL SWIFT, Esq. Middlebury, 

it Rev. CHESTER WRIGHT, Montpelier, 

“Rev. THOMAS A. MERRILE,: Middlebury, 
Doct. JOSEPH WINSLOW, Windsor. 
BEN PORTER, Esq. Newbury, 


TREASURER. 
‘3 Gen, ABNER FORBES, Windsor. 
" SECRETARY. > 
. WILLIAM PAGE, Esg. Rutland. P 


Itappears by the records, that be- 
ore the,first meeting of the society 
was di ed, eighty-eight persons 
had bec@mfie members, and that $523, 
75 hac been rceived. It was proposed, 
that the Constitution should be so a- 

mended, thatno officer should receive 
any compensation for his services, and 
thatevery member of thesociety may 
receive one Bible anqually, by apply- 





ing for it, within one month after the 
annual meeting, 

The society “ voted that the Presi. 
dent request a copy of the sermon de 
livered before them,bythe Rev.Chester 
Wright, for the press. They likewise 
** Voted, that the clerk cause the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting to be publish. 
ed in ‘ the Adviser or Vermont Evan- 


gelical Magazine,’ and also in °'l the 
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neys-yapers in the state, in which the 
publication can be made, without ex- 
pense to the society.” 
Proceedings of the Directors. 
After the meeting of the Bible So- 
ciety was disscived, the Directors held 
their first mecting, at the house of 
the Rev. Chester Wright. William 
Page, Esq, was elected Secretary, 
Samuel Swift Esq, Secretary pro tem, 
and the following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed Agents to procure subscrip- 
tions and to aid in distributing Bi- 
bles: 
William Hall, Esq, Rockingham, 
Richard Skinner, Esq, Manchester, 
Deac. Nathan Cooledge, Windsor, 
Woct. Selah Gridley, Castleton, 
Hen. Elisha Allis, Brookfeld, 
Doct. Eben, Huntington, Vergennes, 
Doct. Luther Jewett, St. Johnsbury, 


——=al> :--: aa 
EPITAPH ON THE GRAVE STONE OF A MINISTER. 


WHILE servile flatt’ry spreads the hero’s fame, 
And pours her lavish praises on the wise, 
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Cornel. P. Van Ness, Esq. Burlington. 
Charles Bulkeley, Esq. Berlin, 

Levi Barnard, Esq. Lunendurch, 

Hon. Elijah Strong, Brownington, 
Benjamin Swift, Esq. St. Albans, 
Joseph Phelps, Esq. South Hero. 


The Directors voted that all the 
Clergy in Vermont, of the different 
denominations be requested to act as 
agents in procuring subscriptions and 
promoting the objects of the society. 
Any monies they may receive, from 
time to time, for the society, may be 
transmitted to either of the agents, 
above named, or directly to the Treas- 
urer. The directors authorized the 
President to purchase 500 Bibles and 
100 Testaments to be deposited with 
the officers and agents of the society 
for gratuitous distribution. 

November, 1812. 


Jesus, ’tis on the glories of thy name 
The Christian’s faith and hope of heaven relies. 
Thy precious blood be all thy scrvant’s plea, 


From the Grand Lodge of Vermont, 


Dorchester Lodge, at Vergennes, 


DONATIONS TO THE VERMONT MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


Thy merits, Lord, alone shall speak for me. 
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DONATIONS TO THE VERMONT BIBLE SocirTis 


G75,00 
15,06 





From the female Society, Jericho, Ee Vg 
Deac. John Dutton, Hartford, 1,0U 
Female friend of Missions, Middlebury, oo 


Rev. Joseply Field, Charlemont, Mass. 6 vols. of his “ twelve Sermon: 
on the character and government ef God.” 
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NOTICE. 


THE Circumstances of this establishment render it indispensably necessars, 


that each Editor perform the service assigned him, by the General Conven. 


tion. Jt will be understood that those Editors who do not ferward a commu- 


nication to one of the Committee, by December, @th. decline accepting thev 


appointment. 
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. ERRATUM. 
Iw our notice of donations, page i453 of the present volume. for fere'es Ben- 


doiph, read fema!e, Rants! ph. 
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